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Rapid Monitoring – Part 1: Timed Swim
Glossary of Terms
Abundance – the quantity or amount of indicator species present.
Adjacent – next to, or alongside. 
Algae – also known as seaweeds, these plant-like organisms photosynthesize to produce energy. 
Ambush – a surprise attack from a hidden position. 
Apex predator – an animal at the top of the food chain with no natural predators E.g. Shark, Lion, Wolf 
Biodiversity – the variety of all living things found in any one area. 
Bleaching – when marine organisms expel their symbiotic algae and turn white.
Camouflage – ability of an organism to blend in with its surroundings. 
Canine teeth - long pointed teeth at the front of the mouth. 
Carnivore – any animal that primarily eats other animals.
Commercial fishing – catching fish and other seafood to sell for profit.
Conservation – protection of plants, animals and the natural environment. 
Coral bleaching – when corals expel their symbiotic algae and turn “white”. 
Coral cover – percentage of the reef surface covered in live coral. 
Corallivore – an animal that feeds on living coral.  E.g. Butterflyfish, Crown-of-thorns starfish, Drupella snails
Coral Polyp – a single coral animal. 
Coral recruitment – the process where coral larvae settle on the seafloor and metamorphose into a coral polyp. 
Crevice – a narrow opening in a reef, rock or wall. 
Crustacean – A group of animals that includes crabs, lobsters, prawns and shrimp. 
Data collection –gathering observations or measurements, to answer specific questions. 
Density – a measurement of how tightly a material is packed together. In ecological terms it may be the number of organisms in a known area. e.g. number of trees per acre 
Detritus – organic matter produced by the decomposition of organisms. 
Digest – to break down food into substances that can be used by the body. 
Diversity – a range of different things.
Ecological function – the role of individual species in an ecosystem, e.g. decomposer.  
Ecological role – the function that a species plays in the community or ecosystem.  
Ecosystem – a community of organisms interacting with each other and their physical environment. E.g. rainforest ecosystem, mangrove ecosystem, seagrass ecosystem, coral reef ecosystem.
Elusive – difficult to find or rarely seen. 
Endangered – a species that is at risk of extinction.  
Expel – force material out from the body. 
Fishing pressure – the amount of fishing that takes place in an area over time.
Food chain - the flow of energy through an ecosystem when one organism consumes another for its survival. 
Food web – the feeding relationships within a community. 

Grazing Herbivore – Strategy of feeding where herbivorous animals feed on low-growing grass or algae. Feeding occurs in “forage patches”, with animals moving quickly through areas where there is little or no acceptable food. 
Habitat – the place an organism naturally lives and grows. 
Herbivore – plant eating animal that feeds on algae and seagrass. E.g. dugongs and green turtles
Iconic – symbolic or widely recognised. 
Impact – to have a strong effect on. 
Indicate –to point out, show or suggest.
Indicator species – an organism that provides information on the condition of the local environment.
Influence - to have an effect.
Ingest – to take food or liquid into the body.
Inshore reef – reefs growing within 25km of the coast. 
Juvenile – a young animal that is not fully grown. 
Keystone species – a species that is critical for the overall structure and function of an ecosystem. E.g. sharks, corals and grazing herbivores. 
Larvae – an immature organism yet to undergo metamorphosis or change. 
Marine debris – human-made material in the marine environment. 
Marine heatwaves – is a period of abnormally high water temperature.  
Mid-shelf reef – Reefs growing in the middle of the continental shelf. 
Mortality – the number of deaths due to an illness, condition or event.
Nocturnal – organism that is active at night.  
Nutrient cycling – The cycle of nutrients between the environment and living things.
Nutrients – substances used for growth and the maintenance of life. There are six categories of nutrients: carbohydrates, proteins, fats, vitamins, minerals, water. 
Observer – the person who watches or gathers information. 
Observer experience – the level of experience, or training an observer has. 
Organic matter – waste or decomposed material from living organisms. 
Organism – a living thing. E.g. Animal, plant, fungus, protist, archaea, bacteria. 
Outbreak - a sudden increase in the population numbers of an organism. 
Outer- shelf reef –reefs growing on the edge of the continental shelf. 
Overfishing - removal of a fish species at a rate faster than it can re-populate naturally. 
Overharvesting – removal of a species faster than it can re-populate naturally. 
Photosynthesis – the process by which plants, and some other organisms, use to make energy using sunlight. 
Population – The number of organisms of the same species that live in one place.
Predator – any organism that kills and consumes other organisms. 
Prohibited –forbidden or banned.
Protected species – an organism that is legally safeguarded from harm or extinction. 
Recreational fishing – fishing for pleasure, relaxation or competition. 
Recruitment – process by which new individuals come into a population. See also coral recruitment. 

Reef – a structure of coral, rock or other stable material on the seafloor. 
Reef crest –the shallowest, wave-exposed part of the reef between the reef flat and the reef slope. 
Reef flat – a shallow part of the reef behind the reef crest, often exposed at low tide. 
Reef Health - The condition of a reef determined by its water quality, coral, connected ecosystems, and the pressures it is facing. 
Reef Health Assessment – a survey technique used to assess reef health and changes over time.
Reef lagoon – a deeper area of water behind the reef flat. It often contains small patches of reef called “bommies”. 
Reef slope – The part of a reef that faces the ocean. It extends from the reef crest to the seafloor. 
Resilience – able to withstand or recover from disturbances.
Role – the function of an organism in an ecosystem. 
Sessile – organisms that are fixed in one place. 
Susceptible – easily influenced, harmed or affected.
Symbiosis – a relationship between different organisms that may help them survive. 
Tally – a mark registering a number or amount. 
Timed swim – a timed snorkel recording numbers of indicator species. 
Threatened species– a species at risk of population decline.
Transect - a straight line used by observers to record numbers of indicator species. 
Turbid – water that is cloudy or dirty, often from fine suspended particles. 
Variety – many different types of things.
Visibility - the distance a diver can see horizontally underwater. 
Vulnerable – weak and without protection. 
Zooxanthellae – single-celled photosynthetic algae that live in symbiosis with some marine organisms. E.g. corals, anemones, clams, jellyfish.
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