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TumoursWhite syndromesBlack band Brown band

1 Tissue Loss – Predation

 e.g. Crown-of-thorns star�sh (COTS), Drupella snails

2Tissue Loss – Non-Predation – Coloured Band Diseases

e.g. Black Band Disease
e.g. Brown Band Disease

3Tissue Loss – Non-Predation – No overlying band of coloured material

e.g. White Syndromes – irregular tissue loss

4Tissue Discolouration – White / bleaching

e.g. Bleaching – environmentally induced partial or whole colony bleaching

5Tissue Discolouration – Non White

e.g. Pigmentation Response – coral response to a challenge (not a disease)

6Growth Anomalies

Recent Coral Damage

Indo-Pacific Coral Health Decision Tree

Estimating percent impact (example)

1) Proportion of coral cover (live and recently dead)

2) Proportion of the corals that are bleached
branching = 50% massive = 0%

branching = 50% 100%=massive = 25% plate = 25%

plate = 33%

For more information including how to use the above decision tree please refer to  
R. Beeden et al (2008). Underwater Cards for Assessing Coral Health on Indo-Pacific Reefs 
<http://gefcoral.org/>
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