
THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT
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STAGE ONE – PRE-AUDIT



· Form an Environment Committee and select
audit teams representative of administration, 

students, parents, teaching and support staff.
· Assign goals, tasks and responsibilities.
· Write goals (and outcomes) of the audit. 
Eg. Increase awareness, change attitudes,

link with the curriculum, reduce waste, etc. 
· Consider resources for the audit  - 
Establish a fund to provide for the audit,

decide on related activities, competitions

and events for the school calendar eg.

Environmental Youth Forum, Arbor Day,

World Environment Day.

· Make contact with local people with 

knowledge.

· Publicise concept of the environment audit.

STAGE TWO – THE AUDIT

· Select target area – those presented here

include energy, materials and water.

· Each team to obtain all relevant bills and

consumption data and outline scope of audit.

· Locate all meters and record waste statistics

to establish audit baseline.

· Evaluate the best ways of presenting data.

· Teams collaborate to establish a database

of relevant information

· Create “profile of school” in terms of use of all

resources and associated costs.

STAGE THREE –  POST-AUDIT

· Write reports from data gathered during audit.

· Set timelines for changes to routines and goals

for predicted savings.

· Write final report and action plan, then 

publicise it.

· Share the positive results.

· Implement new plan (start again at the audit

stage).

· Evaluate and assess the success of the audit.

· Identify problem areas and devise plans to 

tackle problems.

With global budgeting schools are taking more control of their finances. There are substantial savings to be made by reducing usage and waste and using resources more efficiently. The audit will be successful if everyone in the school community becomes responsible for their own actions. 

The aim of this guide is to provide schools with a framework to allow them to undertake an environmental audit. The audit will monitor in an ongoing manner the use of resource by schools and promote a whole school approach to environmental management. Teachers are encouraged to incorporate the audit activities into their teaching programs.


Pre-audit Visualisation Exercises

The purpose of this activity is to:

· Identify positive and negative aspects of your present environment
· Examine individually and in a group a range of alternative futures
· Analyse the steps necessary to achieve the future that you desire
· Investigate ways to cooperatively make your future more appealing
Method

STEP 1


How do you rate your school?

Design a survey similar to this. Give each item a score from 1 to 10 for how “environmentally friendly” your school is.

ENERGY CONSERVATION
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   Great

PAPER CONSERVATION
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WATER CONSERVATION
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RECYCLING
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WASTE CONSCIOUS CANTEEN
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CONSERVATION OF NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
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The Material Audit

Most of what we






throw away is not

garbage. We are 

running out of places

to dump ‘waste’ and

it is becoming more

and more expensive

to do so.
Each Australian produces 1 tonne of

landfill each year.  Of this figure

50% is industrial, and up to 35%

can be recycled; [commercial or

building waste], 50% of the

remaining waste is organic and can

be turned into compost and

returned to the earth.


Alternative Materials and products

Weekly Shopping List

1.  Write out a list of materials that the school buys (paper, cleaning products, paints, etc).

2.  Research the environmental impacts of each product from ‘the cradle to the grave’. Include energy and water use if you can find the information.

3.  Rank the products from least to most environmentally damaging.

4.  Make a list of alternatives the school could use and cost them.  Your criteria will need to be explicit.

5.  Do a cost benefit analysis and present your case to the School Council and the Environment Committee.






Don’t TAKE THE WRAP

( Investigate recent environmental changes in the community through local councils and newspapers.  List the ones to do with recycling and the 4 R’s – refuse, reduce, reuse and recycle.




( List any such experiences you or your family have had.

( Why is it better to reduce the use of resources before thinking of how to reuse or recycle materials?

( Research various types of packaging and the type of environmental messages printed on the box or label of some goods.

	Product Quantity
	Per Year
	Per Term (10 weeks)
	Per Student

	Paper
	
	
	

	Glass
	
	
	

	Metal
	
	
	

	Wood
	
	
	

	Plastics
	
	
	

	Chemicals
	
	
	

	Food
	
	
	


Waste Minimisation and recycling
1.   INVESTIGATE WHERE RESOURCES ARE USED AROUND THE SCHOOL AND LOOK FOR WAYS TO REDUCE THE AMOUNTS OF THESE RESOURCES USED.

(  Identify areas of waste, looking for ways to reuse containers, paper etc.

2.  GATHER IDEAS FOR REUSE OF PRODUCTS E.G.

( Will using rechargeable batteries save resources and money?

( Can we use yoghurt containers for art activities?

( Can we recycle food scraps as compost?

3. SORT, SEPARATE AND RECYCLE YOUR WASTE.

( Contact your local council or their recycling contractor to find out what products you can recycle.

( Try to use packaging that can be recycled.

( Set up a school recycling centre.

( Check there is no litter or other products contaminating the batch of recyclables.

Try to assist your local community in its recycling

efforts by providing information about recycling at home, work and

school through the local newspaper.

Publicise your school audit in your local newspaper.

If there is little or no recycling in your area you may choose

to write to and lobby community representatives to help

encourage more opportunities to recycle.

( Did you know that half of our waste was

   once something or part of something that

   was alive.

( All plant material, food scraps, ash, dust

   even hair and fingernail clippings can be

   composted.

( Composting helps us return nutrients to our

   soil which recycles them. If we do not compost

   nutrients into waterways and the sea.

( You will need the support from the grounds-

   person to maintain and to use the compost at 

   school.

( Calculate how much fertilizer the school can 

   save by composting.

( There are lots of composting ideas available

   from worm suppliers (see yellow pages)

   local councils and the C.S.I.R.O.
WHAT TO PUT IN

Food scraps, fruit peelings, garden & lawn

clippings-in fact anything that was once part

of something that was alive.

WHAT TO KEEP OUT

Plastics, metal, glass, as well as citrus and 

meat.

	THE WORD ‘ADAM’ CAN HELP US ALL BE BETTER COMPOSTERS

	Aliveness

All compost heaps are full of life.  Bacteria, fungi and some animals thrive in them to change organic material into a soil conditioner or compost.
	Diversity

The bigger the range of things we feed our compost heap the faster the process of decomposition will take place. Both fresh and dried materials are needed.
	Aeration

Aerobic compost needs air to break down, make sure to turn the heap every few weeks and have open air holes  in your container.
	Moisture

All life needs water, the compost heap should not be allowed to dry or be too wet.  A handful of compost should contain as much water as a dump sponge.


LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN
Introduction
Should you decide litter is a problem in your school environment then the teacher can design a task or lesson to address the problem.  For example, the following creative problem solving approach can be used to create a contract or simple management plan. To make best use of this process, you will need to be developing skills in research and independent inquiry, self direction and cooperation.

Task: Litter and Our School Environment (Class or Audit Team Members)

1. FACT FINDING

What do we know?

What would we like to know?

What resources might help us?

2. PROBLEM FINDING

What do we see as the problems?

Can we rank them?

What is the most important problem?

Restate the problem so we can work on it.
3. IDEA FINDING

Brainstorm solutions – accept

all ideas without judgement.

 4. SOLUTION FINDING

How will we judge our good ideas?

What criteria will we use?

Rank your ideas or assign points (3-good, 2-fair, 1-poor).

The solution to try is that with the highest points.
 5. ACCEPTANCE FINDING

How can we put our ideas into action?

What steps will we follow?

Who can help us?

What problems should we avoid?

How will we overcome them?
As schools take control of their own income and expenditure, whole school communities are becoming involved in fund raising.  Cost containment and the elimination of wastage are two outcomes of a whole school environment audit.  The purpose of the audit is to establish a baseline from which consumption patterns can be monitored.  Students through their involvement in the audit are able to continue gathering data which can then be shared through newsletters and press releases with the rest of the community.   

WRITING A PRESS RELEASE
AIM 

(  to write an example of factual text

(  to obtain publicity about environmental initiatives

(  to collaborate to create a variety of media texts

ACTIVITES
Define your audience.

Select a range of media (printed, electronic, notice-board, community newspaper etc.) to best promote your activities and actions as well as improving the environmental habits of the audience.

Try to keep the release to one page  

Provide suitable headings “Students at xx school are leading the way in collection of materials for recycling”

Provide a contact person and phone number for further information.

Present quotations about the aims of the audit from a range of people involved in the project.

Clearly label the date, time and theme of the project for any follow-up reference.

Remember press releases are not advertisements, simply state the important points and check that information provides the what, where, why, how and who about the topic you are promoting.

THE MEDIA RELEASE CAN BE USED TO
(  promote the environmental audit

(  enlist support and cooperation

(  announce good news

(  raise an issue

More Information





KESAB

Environment Protection Authority



395 Glen Osmond Road

GPO Box 2607





Glen Osmond SA 5064

Adelaide SA 5001

By reducing your waste you:





( conserve resources


( reduce pollution


( save money








A TARGET OF HALVING WASTE MATERIALS GOING TO LAND FILL IS EASILY REACHED WHEN TECHNIQUES OF MINIMISING WASTE ARE USED





THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT COVERS THE AREAS OF:





Energy efficiency and consumption patterns





Materials – waste minimisation methods





Water usage and catchment management 





THE WHOLE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT PROVIDES:





A baseline from which improvements can be measured 





A plan of action which will allow schools to improve their environmental practice





Participation from all sectors of the school community





Feedback to those who are involved in the changes





OUTCOMES





INDIVIDUAL OUTCOMES


Identify resources which they use in their daily routines


Be more responsible in their use of these resources


Use less of these resources


Teamwork to conserve these resources


Record and interpret data about the use of these resources


Write, implement and evaluate a plan to use resources wisely





SCHOOL-BASED OUTCOMES


Waste less of the resources used


More efficient use of energy and water


Cash savings that can be applied to environmental education


Improved co-operation throughout the school community 


A valuable database








