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Use the questions below to help you think of the key concepts for your local wetland.  Write the key concepts next to the bullet points under each question.  You can then use these to develop your concept map about your local wetland.
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Why are Wetlands Important to our Future?

Developing your concept map

A concept map is a way of representing groups of ideas.  Concept maps are useful tools that can be used when preparing to write reports or assignments. They allow you to organise all of your ideas into particular focus areas and will help in making your reports and assignments flow in a logical order.

How can you draw a concept map?

1. Choose approx six ideas, or concepts, which are related for example beach, sun, ocean, sand, water, salt.

2. Write each concept on a small piece of paper or card.  Arrange them on a large sheet of paper in any order.


3. Remove any concept, which means nothing to you.

4. Choose any two concepts that you can link together, place them in the centre of the page, and using a pencil, write down how you think they are link together.




You should be able to read your connection, in the direction of the arrow, as a sentence.  The example above could be read as “water is evaporated by the sun” The connection could also be written as:




This is read as “The sun evaporates water” someone else might have a different connection.  It doesn’t matter what connection you make as long as you explain it with a linking arrow and sentence.

5. Choose another concept that relates to either word you have already used and add that to your concept map.




6. Add the other words to your map and think of the connections that they may have with each other.  Remember to look for connections with more than on word.  As you become more experienced with concept maps, you will be able to include more words.

7. When you are satisfied with your final arrangement, the pieces may be pasted down or rewritten neatly.









Key points about concept maps

· Key concepts should appear in a box as a single word or concept.

· Key concepts should not appear more than once.

· Arrows should be drawn between boxes that contain related concepts.

· A few words should be written along the arrow to explain the relationship that exists between the concepts in the boxes.
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ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES


Why are they important to animals and plants?
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ECONOMIC VALUES


Do people make money from them?
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