“Exploring Reef Biodiversity” Ideas for English

Activities linked to grade levels P - 10

View a reef graphic for information about reef biodiversity.  Ask students to:

· Use and interpret illustrations

· Talk about what is happening and where it is happening

· Identify where molluscs, crustaceans, fish, echinoderms, corals and other animals are in reef related places and discuss this

· Ask questions about animals

· Tell their own stories using picture clues

· Talk about plants and animals of the reef

· Make labelled charts, friezes, models, or drawings illustrating reef biodiversity and talk about the students’ creations describing the biodiversity in them. (3 - 7)

Using Readers Theatre, dramatise a reef story using puppets.  Paint scenes for backdrops.  Talk about biodiversity in the scenes and story line. (3 - 7)

Encourage students to think of ways to present information about reef biodiversity e.g. web pages, brochure, pamphlet, cartoon, poster, badge, sticker, postcard, etc. (3 - 7)

Use the enclosed reef graphic to stimulate creative expression.  Model collaborative cinquain poems, or use the nouning or acrostic technique and write a class description about reef biodiversity. (3 - 7)

Write factual pieces describing the biodiversity of the Great Barrier Reef.  Describe features that make it unique. (3 - 7)

Write about personal experiences that have occurred on the reef. (3 - 7)

Make shape-cards for the significant creatures of the reef. (P -5)

Read stories about the reef, its plants and animals, and respond personally by:

· Recreating stories about the reef and its unique creatures (P - 6)

· Acting out the story (P - 5)

· Making individual books (P - 7)

· Illustrating the story. (3 - 6)

Find Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories related to local reef environments.  Invite local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parents or Education Officers to come and work with students in this area. (4 - 8)

Design a T-shirt, slogan, logo, bumper sticker, poster, or newspaper headline promoting the protection of the Reef’s biodiversity. (3 - 7)

Design material for an advertising campaign that uses reef biodiversity as a symbol for Biodiversity Month. (5 - 8)

Write a letter to an alien about the Reef’s majestic plant and animal species. (5 - 7)

Publish an open letter in the school newsletter about reef biodiversity and why it is important. (6 - 10)

Collect state and local newspapers.  Find articles relating to reef biodiversity, threatened plant and animal species, or similar topics.  Create a file and keep a journal documenting thoughts and ideas. (5 - 8)

Interview a variety of people and ask about their involvement with or awareness of any of the 43 species listed as rare or threatened within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  Using the interviews, make a display for Threatened Species Month in September each year.  Display in the school or local community library. (3 - 8)

Write a creative story depicting class members as threatened marine species.  Describe how human activities such as coastal development, pollution, agriculture, fishing, and tourism have affected marine plant and animal species. (5 - 8)

Write articles about the reef without a particular species.  Might the extinction of one species affect other species?  Discuss. (6 - 10)

Design a game-board in which penalty and bonus squares address some of the issues faced by threatened species within the reef and the ways in which they can be protected. (6 - 8)

Watch a video about reef creatures, their status and environment.  Write a film review about the video’s contents and the way it got its message across. (5 - 8)

Use starting points such as photographs, poems, or stories about marine species, to, and ask students to express their ideas and feelings about them. (3 - 6)

Discuss why a person might want to make a film, radio or television program, take photographs or write newspaper articles about the Reef’s biodiversity and threatened species.  What techniques would they use to interest their audiences?  In small groups, draft scripts for these different mediums and present them to the class. (6 – 10)

Using Literature

Activities linked to grade levels 2 - 10

There are many good reasons for using stories and poems as key resources when teaching about the Great Barrier Reef.

· Place settings are one-way students encounter places. Places and environments in stories and poems are inevitably distant to students in that they cannot have first-hand experiences of them, yet they can draw on their own familiarity with, and knowledge of, places and environments to make sense of them. This takes students beyond their current experience.  (2 – 5)

· Through their vocabulary, use of language and illustrations, stories and poems can evoke a strong sense of place. Describing landscapes and environments can help students develop new knowledge or involve them in applying their knowledge and understandings they have. Students will encounter vocabulary in contexts in which it is used effectively and thus make sense to them, as well as illustrations that give them informative and striking visual images. (3 – 7)

· Students can encounter many different types of places, environments and situations, some familiar to them, others very different from their own. Place settings provide opportunities for students for students to explore a variety of environments, both in urban, rural and natural Australia, and in other parts of the world, which in turn provides opportunities for finding out about where these places are and what they are like. Places in stories and poems can provide information for comparison with the students’ own locality. (5 – 10)

· Through learning about people and events students have an opportunity to consider, through imagining and empathizing, what it might be like to live or be in the particular places in which the stories or poems are set. (2 – 7)

· Stories and poems can lead to discussions about the Great Barrier Reef, stimulating further research using information from other sources. They can raise environmental awareness, engage students in considering their own views and values about the Great Barrier Reef, raise questions about how they perceive the Great Barrier Reef and the people who rely on it, and challenge them to think about their own behaviour with and towards it. (2 – 10)

· Special aspects can be sketched, mapped and modelled, such as the nature of reef scapes and features of them that can be based on or compared with the original illustrations in a book. Many stories have enough information in their illustrations and descriptive language provided to gain a visual sense of the area. (5 – 10)

When using literature consider asking questions like: (2 – 10)

· Does it have an obvious setting on the Great Barrier Reef?

· Is it focused on a Great Barrier Reef resources issue or theme?

· Does it contain vivid verbal or pictorial descriptions of the Great Barrier Reef or a reef environment?

· Does it provide a basis for challenging stereotypical images of the Great Barrier Reef and people who interact with it?

Using viewing opportunities

Activities linked to grade levels 3 - 10

Visit the GBRMPA website www.gbrmpa.gov.au Access images from the Image Collection and ask the following types of questions: (3 – 10)

· Where is it?

· What is it like?

· Why is it there?

· How should it be altered or managed?

Identify features on photographs and pictures. Interpret information conveyed in a photograph or picture. Ask questions such as: (3 – 10)

· What title would be appropriate for the photograph?

· What catches the eye?

· What can you see in the background?

· What are the significant details?

· What type of aquatic environment is it?

· What season so you think it is?

· What do you think is outside the photo frame?

· What might happen in the future to this scene?

Encourage questioning and analysis of photographs by asking questions like: (3 – 10)

· What do you see?

· How does the picture make you feel?

· What are the issues?

· What are the connections with other places?

· What else could the photographer have shown, but didn’t, and why didn’t he/she?

· What different options might there be?

· Why did the photographer take the photograph and why did he/she take it in such a way?

· What are the key questions that the photograph raises?

Literature- based approach

Activities linked to grade levels P - 7

· Read the ballad “We take so much for granted” with the class.

We take so much for granted 

We take so much for granted

It’s almost beyond belief,

We think that all will stay the same

Even our precious reef.

Mel’s thoughts just kept on wandering 

As she stared out to sea,

Her desire to help the ecosystem

Is just how it should be.

“I want to do my share”, she thought,

“And protect this precious place,

Save the threatened species”.

Then confusion changed her face.

“How can I do my bit to save 

The dugongs becoming extinct?

What is it that these creatures need?”

Mel began to think

“I know the sea grass is their home

So that’s a place to start,

If I become a volunteer

I can play my part.

Then there are the Coral Trout,

They’re also under threat,

From rubbish in the run-off

And small ones in the nets.

We can’t forget the turtles,

The Loggerhead for sure.

Disease and nets endanger them,

It can’t happen anymore.

The Manta Rays that glide with grace

Often look quite mean

But our reef without these wondrous rays

Would be an awful scene.

And then of course the Mud Crabs

That scurry across the floor,

Are often not found on the reef

But through the kitchen door

If we just took the big ones

And left the females free,

The crabs would last for ever

Not just for you and me.

Pollution affects our dolphins,

Gillnets do the same

Pacific Humpbacks are in decline

But we can play the game,

By buying tuna that’s ‘dolphin safe’

We keep their numbers high.

But how can we help the Little Terns?

Mel then gave a sigh.

She knew their nests are disturbed,

And people should stay away

And foxes, dogs and feral pigs

 Take them as their prey.

Then there are the estuaries,

Fouled by pesticides,

That get into the fish Terns eat

And poison them inside.

When diving for their daily food

They must avoid the fishing gear

And even yucky discarded oil

That covers them in smear

And there they can flounder

And suffer so. 

We have to take it seriously 

And act as though

It’s more our home than just a reef

It’s our future that’s at stake.

We must protect these species

It’s all our choice to make.

Mel then stood up

Tall and proud,

“I will help”,

She yelled aloud,

“I’ll learn all the things I need to

To make the reef a place

Where all the creatures survive in peace,

And freely live with grace.

I’ll get my mates to join me

My family and their friends

We’ll work on doing what we can

Until the message ends 

Up creeping ‘cross the land,

So everyone who comes 

To see this wondrous place of ours

That glistens in the sun

Can stand and look in wonder 

At creatures living free,

For no more threatened species

Its up to you and me.”

· Using the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s ‘Image Collection’, ask students to locate pictures of the animals mentioned in the ballad. (P – 7)

· Collate pictures showing one animal at a time, giving students time to comment on and respond to them. Allow time for students to pool all the information they know and to ask questions about the pictures.  (P – 7)

· Make lists of students’ comments and questions. Present these under the headings ‘What we know’, ‘What we’re not sure about’ and ‘What we want to know’. (3 – 7)

· Make collages to show threatened species found on the Great Barrier Reef. Display. Present lists of students’ comments and questions with the collages. (3 – 7)

· Using Readers Theatre, dramatise the story using puppets. Paint scenes of the Great Barrier Reef for backdrops. Talk about the animals we take for granted in the scenes and storylines. (3 – 7)

Ideas for poetry

Activities linked to grade levels (5 – 10)

Develop word relations and creative expression. Encourage students to view photographs, videos or multimedia programs about the Great Barrier Reef. Model collaborative cinquain poems or use the nouning or acrostic technique and write class poems about the Great Barrier Reef.

For example:

Cinquain Poem






Title in two syllables


The Reef

Description of title in four syllables
Clear, warm water

Action in six syllables


Moving, rippling, swirling

Expression of feeling in eight syllables
Reaching out to the dugong pod

Another word for title in two syllables
Unique

Nouning Poem

Noun title




Wetland

Two adjectives



Silent, shimmering

Three verbs




Moving, swirling, splashing

Phrase





Busy in its work

Repeat noun




Wetland

Acrostic Poem

Write a word




Slow

vertically then



Elegant

describe using each



And

letter as a beginning.


Horse like







On







Reef







Swimming







Everyday

Shared-book approach

Activities linked to grade levels 2 – 5

Using “One Less Fish”  by Kim Michelle Toft and Allan Sheather to introduce and explore the concept of a visit to the Great Barrier Reef.

Read the story and visualise the animals and their habitats and the impact that humans have on them. (2 – 5)

Personal responses

Activities linked to grade levels 2 - 10

Pose some questions to students to focus their thinking on schools visiting the Great Barrier Reef. Encourage students own questions. (5 – 10)

Sketch/draw or write about a version of a favourite animal in the story. Share drawings or writings in class meetings. Talk about drawings or writings, explaining the content and why the section was chosen. (2 – 5)

Use drawings to ask other questions about the story. Extract information about the story’s plot, characters, setting, problem and solution. (2 – 5)

Make a class mural depicting scenes from the story. Add speech bubbles. (2 – 5)

Word associations

Activities linked to grade levels 5 - 10

List key words, names, animals, plants, natural resources, lifestyle issues, natural environments, built environments, habitats, views of the coastal waters, uses of water, views of teamwork, environmental ethics, environmental management practices and make links between them. For example: (5 – 10)

· Devise a flow chart

· Design a concept map/mind map

· Use key words as flashcards for a classroom game and quiz.

Learning log

Activities linked to grade levels 6 - 10

Begin a learning log where students record their understandings. This might form part of your assessment plan. The log is to be continued whenever practical. (6 – 10)

Introduce the learning log and model a procedure. The whole class might jointly construct an entry. Students can also make individual entries. Focus questions could be: (6 – 10)

· Write something you learnt about the Great Barrier Reef area

· What questions do you have about a visit to the Great Barrier Reef at the moment?

· What would you like to know more about? 

Concept maps

Activities linked to grade levels 5 - 9

Give each student ten small cards. On the first card they write the subject for the concept map ‘the Great Barrier Reef’. On the remaining cards each student writes or draws other words/images they think are important in relation to the topic.

Next, individually or in pairs, place cards on a big sheet of paper and move them around until students are satisfied with the arrangement. 

Encourage them to link their ideas by drawing lines or arrows through related ideas. Encourage students to write words or connecting phrases on the arrows or lines to help convey meaning.

Share concept maps.

Questions for discussion might include:

· What words/drawings did students come up with?

· What words/drawings were used the most/least?

· Why?

· What images are shown? Are they mainly pessimistic or optimistic?

· What do the words/drawings reveal about students’ knowledge and

· perception of coastal and marine environments?

Note: Concept maps may be kept and reconstructed throughout the unit. They are also useful for assessment purposes.

Listing and bundling

Activities linked to grade levels 6 - 10

In small groups or as a class, students list issues related to a visit to the Great Barrier Reef. Group and label these.  From the lists created, students select one issue and write about it in their learning log.  They could discuss:

· Why they are interested in this issue?

· What they want to know?

· This issue in the past, present and future?

· Personal experiences of this issue.

· What the Great Barrier Reef is?

Modeling an investigation

Activities linked to grade levels 2 - 7

Introduce students to the six stages of ‘action learning’, concentrating on the first two stages.

1. Deciding

2. Finding

3. Using

4. Recording

5. Presenting

6. Evaluating

Stage 1. Deciding

Ask students:

· What is it I need to know about the Great Barrier Reef?

· What will I do with the information?

· What do I know already?

· What else do I need to find out?

Stage 2. Finding

Ask students to consider:

· The types of information required;

· Where this information might be found;

· The resources available from each person or place.

In groups decide upon places they might visit or speakers they need to invite to the school or communicate with, to find out more about places to visit in the Great Barrier Reef area.

Each group might:

· Prepare questions to help them find out relevant information

· Prepare a record sheet for answers

· Check these with another group to ensure they are comprehensive

· Draft a letter or email or conduct telephone conversations to arrange

· Visits and/or guest speakers.

Signs, posters, television advertisements or web page

Activities linked to grade levels 6 - 10

Students can identify:

· Major value of the Great Barrier Reef

· What the Great Barrier Reef provides

· How the area is managed to supply a continuous range of attractions.

They then use this information to produce signs, posters, television advertisement or web page to promote the Great Barrier Reef.

Reflection

Activities linked to grade levels 5 - 9

Students complete a self-assessment and reflection activity using the following questions:

· What is the most important thing I have learned about the Great

Barrier Reef?

· What is the one thing I have learned about myself and how I treat the

coastal areas and the environment?

· What does this mean for me, my family, my school and my community

as urban/country dwellers?

· How do people go about planning, organising and conducting a camp

or excursion?

· What would I still like to find out about the Great Barrier Reef and how

I can help protect it?

· What piece of work am I most satisfied with? Why?

Great Barrier Reef memorabilia

Activities linked to grade levels P - 7

Ask students to bring the following to school:

· Photographs of visits to the beach or another coastal area with family and friends

· Items collected during a visit to the beach or coastal area

· Examples of items taken on these visits or associated with the beach, coastline or sea.

· Pictures and/or artefacts of things we eat or use from the Great Barrier Reef.

Discuss and label items for a class display or create a Great Barrier Reef environment.

Talk with students about the different area that make up the Great Barrier Reef, e.g. mangrove estuaries, sandy and coral cays, continental islands, seagrass beds, algal and sponge ‘gardens’, sandy or muddy seabed communities, continental slopes and deep ocean trenches.

Card games

Activities linked to grade levels P - 7

Collect pictures, illustrations and stickers of areas that make up the Great Barrier Reef and produce sets of cards to use in a variety of card games such as Dominoes, Snap, Memory and Concentration. Encourage students to sort and group illustrations.

and/or

Shared reading

Activities linked to grade levels P - 5

Read and discuss picture books, fiction and non-fiction materials with a setting, such as Where the Forest Meets the Sea, A House for a Hermit Crab, A fish out of Water or use other titles from the reference list. Make a frieze of Great Barrier Reef activities, including recreational, work-related and environmental ones. Students take turns to make statements about why Great Barrier Reef areas are an important place to them.



and/or

Survey

Activities linked to grade levels 4 - 9

Design survey questions as a class. Students ask six people why they might go to the Great Barrier Reef. Graph results. Students write and illustrate their own reasons for wanting to visit the Great Barrier Reef. Talk with students specifically about the Great Barrier Reef and how it differs from local swimming beaches. Describe the fragile and important natural environment that makes up the Great Barrier Reef. Talk about the coral reef forests, creek, sandy beach, old coastal sand dunes, mudflats and mud banks. Introduce terms such as saltmarsh flats, coral reefs, mudflats, tides, intertidal zone and levee banks. As a class, decide upon five reasons for going to the Great Barrier Reef.

Promote the Great Barrier Reef

Activities linked to grade levels P - 10

Discuss with the students what form of action they could take at school to promote the Great Barrier Reef and its attractions. Suggestions may include:

· Writing a song or poem;

· Producing a play;

· Displaying posters in community areas;

· Sending letters to others about the Great Barrier Reef;

· Talking to students in other classes;

· Producing a small booklet and donating it to the school library.

PMI Brainstorm

Activities linked to grade levels 5 - 10

As a class compile all the actions individuals or groups may be able to take to help others understand more about marine areas like the Great Barrier Reef, its fragile environment, and issues that affect it, so that we can be better equipped to meet some of the challenges in the future.

Once the list is compiled, do a PMI (Plus, Minus, Interesting) on each proposed action to determine which are most appropriate.

Using popular culture

Activities linked to grade levels 6 - 10

In small groups, give students the task of marketing the Great Barrier Reef  to an audience. Some possible forms of expression include a:

· Web page

· Brochure

· Segment for a television show or radio program

· Case study for a journal or newspaper

· T-shirt, cap or bag with an appropriate slogan

· Piece of visual art.

Invite an audience to view students’ work. Encourage students to explain the nature of their piece and give a “behind the scenes” interview with an audience.

What is a coral reef?

Activities linked to grade levels 4 - 9

Present students with the question “What is a coral reef?”  Present students with a sheet containing the following sentence to complete: “When I hear the words coral reef, I think of…” Students write down as many things associated with the words as they can. They then share responses in small groups or with the whole class.

Brainstorm

Activities linked to grade levels 4 - 9

Prepare a sheet with the words “coral reef” inside a centrally placed circle. In small groups, students identify coral reefs that they know about or have heard about, where they grow and what they are.

Literature-based approach

Activities linked to grade levels 4 - 7

· Read the poem “A wondrous world - The Great Barrier Reef” with the class.

A wondrous world - The Great Barrier Reef

Part 1 - Finding Out

Our class’ trip to Reef HQ

When I was in grade one,

Was something very special

And loads and loads of fun!

We learnt so much all through the day

Of creatures great and small,

Of how our very special reef

Is there for one and all.

Since that time five years ago

I’ve got so much more to share,

And that’s why I write about the reef

In case you can’t get there

To visit and experience

This amazing world at sea,

Lying there just off our coast

A place for you and me.

After our visit to Reef HQ

I had to find out more,

So I logged onto their website;

It’s amazing, that’s for sure!

But when my family took me

On a day trip to the reef,

What I saw and what I did

Was almost beyond belief.

Part 2 – My Poem

It’s enormous and it’s beautiful

It’s strange and it’s alive,

Lying there just below the sea

Trying to survive.

It’s bigger than Victoria

And Tasmania joined together.

It’s the largest coral reef in the world

And sees all types of ocean weather.

The Reef has many living things

Of different colours, size and shape;

Orange, pinks, greens and blues

Or purple like a grape.

They swarm, they float, they quiver,

Some just lay asleep.

Others dart and dive around

Like playing hide and seek.

Some fish are big, some are small,

Some are wide and flat.

Some are very long and thin,

Others short and fat.

Some creatures have arms they slowly wave

Or legs on which to crawl around

Or tails to push them through the sea

While others just can’t be found.

They like to hide amongst the reef

Coming out at night;

While others need to live by day,

The Sun providing light.

Light goes through the water

To where these creatures live;

They need the light to stay alive

And the energy it gives.

That’s why the waters must be clean

To let the light shine through.

Like plants on land, creatures at sea

Need light just like me and you.

The reef is a giant home

With a family living there.

Crabs and coral, plants and fish

All must do their share,

Providing food and shelter

For each to stay alive.

If they didn’t work together

Little would survive.

But, we too must also do our part

To help the family and the reef.

We must help it the best we can;

That, is my belief.

I want children of tomorrow

To see what I have seen,

To wonder at its beauty,

To know what it all means.

To watch the rays glide gracefully by,

The star-fish crawl, oh so slow,

The coral polyps wave at them,

The sea grasses ebb and flow,

The turtles cruise around slowly,

The shells seem to sit and stare,

The fish skim and others dart,

Moving here and there.

If we’re the ones to let it down

And don’t protect this place,

Slowly parts will disappear;

Disappear without a trace.

Imagine no more turtles,

Not something I would wish;

No more giant clamshells,

Manta rays or fish.

Coral turned to dull old dust

Crumbling on the sand.

It’s much too sad to think about;

We must all lend a hand.

Treat the reef just like a friend

And help it to be there

For others to enjoy and use

For years and years and years.

We can look and wonder,

We can dive and play

But we must protect the environment

Each and every day.

Talk to teachers, family and friends

To find out more and more

About this wondrous, giant reef

That lies just off our shore.

                  ~ ~ ~

· Discuss the poem, its characters, the setting, the problem and the solution. (4 – 7)

· Exchange information about the poem’s problem, and how it might be solved. (4 – 7)

· Make predictions halfway through the poem. (6 – 7)

· Glean new words, use as a basis for spelling and word knowledge activities. (4 – 7)

· Read to an audience and test reactions. (6 – 7)

· Create a cartoon strip about there characters mentioned. (6 – 7)

· Discuss values that arise from the poem. (5 – 7)

· Write a character description for the animals cited in the poem. (5 – 7)

· Brainstorm new storylines and adventures. (5 – 7)

· Build models, sculptures or constructions relevant to the poem and explain them. (4 – 7)

· Write a poem review. (6 – 7)

· Brainstorm a list of questions about the Great Barrier Reef to ask a friend. (5 – 7)

· Set up a promotional display about the Great Barrier Reef. Compose snappy titles, design posters, illustrate characters in their habitat. (4 – 7)

· Write letters to book publishers requesting more texts featuring the Great Barrier Reef. (5 – 7)

Designing

Activities linked to grade levels 3 - 10

Design a T-shirt, logo, bumper sticker, poster, or newspaper headline, promoting the protection of the Great Barrier Reef. (5 – 10)

Design badges and fridge magnets promoting awareness of the threats affecting the Great Barrier Reef. (5 – 10)

Design a poster promoting awareness of the Great Barrier Reef’s threatened species. (3 – 10)

Design material for an advertising campaign that promotes the Great Barrier Reef as a national Australian icon. (5 - 10)

Make a class book about the Great Barrier Reef. (3 – 7)

Make a big-book to be shared across the school about the Great Barrier Reef. (3 – 7)

Create a pamphlet to inform people about why they need to get involved in protecting the Great Barrier Reef. (5 – 10)

Write a letter to an alien about the Great Barrier Reef. (3 – 7)

Publish an open letter in the school newsletter about the problems facing the Great Barrier Reef. (5 – 10)

Using Media Releases

Activities linked to grade levels 5 - 10

Allow students to read a range of Media Releases available on the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s website (http//www.gbrmpa.gov.au). Let them absorb the news and to read up on stories that are of interest to them.

Use the media releases to highlight local issues affecting the Great Barrier Reef. (6 – 10)

Keep scrapbooks to follow issues. (6 – 9)

Allocate an issue to a group of students. Ask students to write out the main points of the article or share a verbal explanation in their own words to others. (6 – 10)

Use Blooms Taxonomy levels and:

Knowledge (5 – 10)

· Define 10 words found within the media releases.

· Draw a map of the Great Barrier Reef inclusive of the area mentioned in the media release.

· Devise a list of words that relate to the issue on the Great Barrier Reef.

· Write an acrostic poem about the reef and the issue featured in the media release.

Comprehension (5 – 10)

· Write a letter to someone using vocabulary from the list of words.

· Explain a media release about the Great Barrier Reef to a younger student.

· Identify the issue in the media release.

· Prepare a one-minute talk. Use any information from the media releases.

Analysis (7 – 10)

· Compare the Great Barrier Reef with a coral reef from another country.

· Design a flow chart that shows why the community needs the Great Barrier Reef.

Synthesis (7 – 10)

· Devise a centrespread, multimedia presentation, a report or a brochure that conveys detailed information about the Great Barrier Reef.

· Market the Great Barrier Reef, what it provides and how it is managed to an audience. Some possible forms of expression include a web page, a brochure, segment for a television show or radio program, case study for a journal or piece of art.

Evaluation (5 – 10)

· Write an editorial for your local newspaper to discuss the issues affecting the Great Barrier Reef. Consider what our responsibility is towards this ‘wonder of the world’ and what we can all do to help the reef. Reflect on who/what might benefit from our actions.

Application (5 – 10)

· Act on the information that has been discovered in the course of the media investigation and communicate conclusions to other classes, community members, members of relevant organizations.

Write a Centre-spread feature on the Great Barrier Reef

Activities linked to grade levels (6 – 10)

Guidelines:

· Include an interesting and eye-catching headline.

· The opening paragraph should draw the reader into the story and include who, what, when, where and why.

· Use sub-headings to break up the text.

· Include a by-line on the page.

· Use short paragraphs.

· Include photographs or illustrations you have drawn or find some pictures from travel brochures.

· Use the media releases from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority website. (www.gbrmpa.gov.au)

· Include a mention of the resources you have used.

· Decide whether it will be a background piece or an analytical piece.

· The centrespread should be planned out well. Plan your centrespread with headlines, sub-headings, text, illustrations/photographs and resources.

· The feature should be 1000 words to 1200 words long.

A guide to feature writing

A feature story is sometimes about a particular topic that is currently in the news. One aim can be to provide background information or it might be an analytical piece explaining what has happened and what might occur in the future.

A good feature should contain clear and concise facts. It must be easy for the reader to understand. Instead of including specialist terminology, rewrite it in simple terms.

A checklist:

· Have you researched the topic?

· Have you selected sub-headings that will be of interest to the reader?

· List what you would like to find out about the topic.

· List some of the questions that you want answered.

· Have you checked the spelling, grammar and punctuation?

· Are your sentences too long?

· Has anyone else read your story for errors?

· Have you included illustrations/ pictures/ photographs to break up the slab of information?

· Have you asked your library for copies of centrespreads that have been written in papers? This might give an indication of layout.

.

“Exploring Reef Biodiversity” Ideas for English

Activities linked to grade levels P - 10

View the reef graphic for information about reef biodiversity.  Ask students to:

· Use and interpret illustrations

· Talk about what is happening and where it is happening

· Identify where molluscs, crustaceans, fish, echinoderms, corals and other animals are in reef related places and discuss this

· Ask questions about animals

· Tell their own stories using picture clues

· Talk about plants and animals of the reef

· Make labeled charts, friezes, models, or drawings illustrating reef biodiversity and talk about the students’ creations describing the biodiversity in them. (3 - 7)

Using Readers Theatre, dramatise a reef story using puppets.  Paint scenes for backdrops.  Talk about biodiversity in the scenes and story line. (3 - 7)

Encourage students to think of ways to present information about reef biodiversity e.g. web pages, brochure, pamphlet, cartoon, poster, badge, sticker, postcard, etc. (3 - 7)

Use the enclosed reef graphic to stimulate creative expression.  Model collaborative cinquain poems, or use the nouning or acrostic technique and write a class description about reef biodiversity. (3 - 7)

Write factual pieces describing the biodiversity of the Great Barrier Reef.  Describe features that make it unique. (3 - 7)

Write about personal experiences that have occurred on the reef. (3 - 7)

Make shape-cards for the significant creatures of the reef. (P -5)

Read stories about the reef, its plants and animals, and respond personally by:

· Recreating stories about the reef and its unique creatures (P - 6)

· Acting out the story (P - 5)

· Making individual books (P - 7)

· Illustrating the story. (3 - 6)

Find Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories related to local reef environments.  Invite local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander parents or Education Officers to come and work with students in this area. (4 - 8)

Design a T-shirt, slogan, logo, bumper sticker, poster, or newspaper headline promoting the protection of the Reef’s biodiversity. (3 - 7)

Design material for an advertising campaign that uses reef biodiversity as a symbol for Biodiversity Month. (5 - 8)

Write a letter to an alien about the Reef’s majestic plant and animal species. (5 - 7)

Publish an open letter in the school newsletter about reef biodiversity and why it is important. (6 - 10)

Collect state and local newspapers.  Find articles relating to reef biodiversity, threatened plant and animal species, or similar topics.  Create a file and keep a journal documenting thoughts and ideas. (5 - 8)

Interview a variety of people and ask about their involvement with or awareness of any of the 43 species listed as rare or threatened within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  Using the interviews, make a display for Threatened Species Month in September each year.  Display in the school or local community library. (3 - 8)

Write a creative story depicting class members as threatened marine species.  Describe how human activities such as coastal development, pollution, agriculture, fishing, and tourism have affected marine plant and animal species. (5 - 8)

Write articles about the reef without a particular species.  Might the extinction of one species affect other species?  Discuss. (6 - 10)

Design a game-board in which penalty and bonus squares address some of the issues faced by threatened species within the reef and the ways in which they can be protected. (6 - 8)

Watch a video about reef creatures, their status and environment.  Write a film review about the video’s contents and the way it got its message across. (5 - 8)

Use starting points such as photographs, poems, or stories about marine species, to, and ask students to express their ideas and feelings about them. (3 - 6)

Discuss why a person might want to make a film, radio or television program, take photographs or write newspaper articles about the Reef’s biodiversity and threatened species.  What techniques would they use to interest their audiences?  In small groups, draft scripts for these different mediums and present them to the class. (6 - 10)

