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Woes over water
By ALEX MURDOCH Buyout plan back on agendaANQWater proposal to

buy out Townsville City
Council’s Citiwater is
back on the agenda.

The proposal, which
board chairman Ian
Hamilton said would
ultimately bring down
the cost of water to the
consumer, had been
shelved — until now.

Townsville Mayor
Tony Mooney said the
bid for Townsville’s
water and sewerage

business unit still had a
long way to go before it
would even be con-
sidered.

But a source involved
withNQWater,whodid
not want to be named,
said the purchase was
only being considered
because the council had
not properly main-
tained its infrastruc-
ture system. And he

said it would lead to a
cost hike and not a drop
for consumers.
Mr Hamilton denied

the claims, instead stat-
ing that a merger with
Citiwater would im-
prove the efficiency of
the organisation and
was a natural pro-
gression for an expand-
ing company.
‘‘The infrastructure

systems need continual
maintenance — and
that won’t change no
mat t e r who owns
them,’’ he said.
Earlier Cr Mooney

had said another option
could be that Citiwater
and NQ Water merge
and the council take
over the role of NQ
Water.
He said the bottom

line was to protect rate-
payers at all costs. The
proposal is one of sev-
eral options facing NQ
Water and the council
because of national
competition policy.
Mr Hamilton said the

proposal was still in its
infancy and might yet
come to nothing.
The proposal has to

be accepted by all the
partners involved in-
cluding NQ Water, and
Townsville andThurin-
gowa city councils.

Fishing ban stays in place at Kelso Reef

DRAWCARD . . . diver examines a coral formation on Kelso Reef

THE protection of
popular tourist desti-
nation Kelso Reef
from fishing activity
will continue for an-
other five years.
The Great Barrier

Reef Marine Park
Authority (GBRMPA)
has announced that
Kelso Reef, about
90km north-north-east
of Townsville, would
remain designated a
Special Management
Area (SMA) until June
2006.
GBRMPA planning

director Andrew Skeat
said Kelso Reef was
first designated a
special management
area in 1991 in recog-
nitionof its importance
as a tourism desti-
nation, popular for

snorkelling and scuba
diving.
‘‘The area around

the existing tourist fa-
cility at Kelso Reef is
important and deserv-
ing of special protec-
tion in order to main-
tain the visitor experi-
ence,’’ said Mr Skeat.
‘‘With a 500m radius

around the tourist fa-
cilities at Kelso Reef,
the SMA will protect
the area from activities
otherwise allowed in
the General Use B
Zone it sits in.
‘‘This means no com-

mercial or recreational
fishing is allowed.’’
P u r e P l e a s u r e

Cruises director Pat
Savage welcomed the
move.

— ANDY TOULSEN

Grub officer for Burdekin
THEBurdekin regionhasbeendesignatedone
of three extension officers dedicated to cane
grub control to help local cane growers.

The officers will be supported by entomolog-
ists as well as an integrated pest management
system.
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Department of Tourism, Racing and
Fair Trading

incorporating

Liquor Licensing

Free Info Sessions
New Fair Trading Laws

Business operators and consumers are invited to attend the
Office of Fair Trading’s free information sessions regarding the
new Property Agents and Motor Dealers Act 2000. The new Act
is scheduled to become law on 1 July 2001 and implements
significant changes for property, real estate and motor dealing
transactions.
Information sessions on real estate and motor dealing will be
held throughout Queensland between 24 May 2001 and 4 July
2001.
Sessions will cover:
• Overview of the Act
• Key changes to transactions for the purchase of a house or car
• Codes of Conduct for Real Estate Agents and Motor Dealers
• The Property Agents and Motor Dealers Tribunal to deal with

claims
• Question Time
These sessions are an important component of the Office of Fair
Trading’s education strategy for this new legislation - if you are
interested in changes to or work in the real estate or motor
dealer industry, these sessions will be vital to you.
Register now for either or both sessions for an introduction to
the rights and responsibilities associated with this new piece of
fair trading legislation.
When: 2.00 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. on

Monday, 25 June 2001
Where: Townsville Services Club, 139 Charters Towers Road,

Hermit Park, Townsville
Please register by: 4.30 p.m. Thursday, 21 June 2001
To register or make enquiries: Telephone Debbie on 
(07) 4753 2299 between 9.00 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to
Friday.

3/62 Hervey’s Range Road,
Cannon Park, Thuringowa

4723 5077
Email: akita-furniture@bigpond.com

Overstocked Sale

20% off
all furniture

OPEN THIS LONG WEEKEND
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Mater Misericordiae Hospital
Townsville

21-37 Fulham Road, Pimlico QLD 4812
Telephone: 4727 4444  Facsimile: 4725 1034

Centre’s Important Role
The rapidly growing number

of patients accessing the
Mater’s Centre for Acute
Admissions highlights its
important role in assisting busy
General Practitioners and
Specialists throughout the
region.

Since it was commissioned last
September, the monthly average
number of patients referred to the
Centre has doubled to more than
150 - and this figure continues to
rise.

“We have seen more than 100
people in the past two weeks,”
said the Centre’s Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Todd Malone, “which
is a good indication that the
facility is meeting the needs of the
doctors and the community.”

To access the Centre for Acute
Admissions, patients must be
referred by their GP or specialist .

Queensland Ambulance Service
also plays a vital role by
transporting patients to the Centre
whose admission has been
arranged by their doctor.

Dr. Malone said that one of the
Centre’s functions was to ensure
that patients referred for
admission were stable and their
tests and investigations were

commenced as soon as
possible.

“If necessary, medication is
started before the patient is
admitted to the relevant hospital
unit,” he added.

“If a consultant has a busy
schedule and cannot see a patient
directly, we endeavour to have all
the required tests and preparatory
work done before the consultant
arrives.”

Dr. Malone said the Centre also
treated many acutely ill patients
referred by General Practitioners.

“These patients need to be
admitted to the hospital and have
investigations performed so they
can be referred to appropriate
specialists for further treatment,”
he said.

The Centre for Acute
Admissions works closely with all
hospital units, pathologists,
pharmacists, radiologists and
other health care professionals.

The Centre also liaises with
other public and private hospitals
in the region to ensure the smooth
interchange of patients whenever
this is necessary.

• Clinical Nurse Mrs Maree Minuzzo and Dr. Todd Malone 
co-ordinate activities in the Mater’s busy

Centre for Acute Admissions.

491051353


