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Council
slips in
fee rise

By TONY RAGGATT

John Robertson Jane Fittler

TOWNSVILLE City
Council has been ac-
cused of introducing a
145 per cent increase in
property searches by
stealth.

Townsville solicitor
Peter Elliott of Giudes
and Elliott said he be-
lieved it was a straight
revenue-raising exer-
cise which would hurt
young home buyers.

The changes meant
people would now have
to pay an extra $180 for
the same search infor-
mation.

‘‘We consider that the
fees being charged by
the council are exorbi-
tant, taking into ac-
count the fact that
many of the persons
who purchase residen-
tial land and homes are
young home buyers
who are struggling to
obtain finance and
other fees associated
with the conveyance,’’
MrElliottwrote in a let-
ter of complaint to the
council.

Despite Mr Elliott
having the support of
the North Queensland
Law Association, the
council initially denied
there was any differ-
ence in cost for the ser-
vice.

However, later the
council ’s planning
chairman Cr John
Robertson admitted it

had removed infor-
mation on requisitions
from its $125 search
product.
He said the council

had decided it was not
prepared to provide the
information because it
was meaningless unless
accompanied by a
physical inspection.
Pres ident of the

North Queensland Law
Assoc i a t i on Jane
Fittler, of Wilson Ryan
Grose, confirmed the
council was providing
less information for the
same $125 search cost.
She said while pre-

vious searches provided
information on any
requisitions on proper-
ties such as show cause
notices, this now had to
be obtained separately
by conducting searches
with individual depart-
ments.
‘‘Giudes and Elliott’s

findings are consistent

with what ourmembers
are finding,’’ she said.
New search costings

provide for two separ-
ate $90 fees for searchof
building and plumbing
and drainage files
which would provide in-
formation on requi-
sitions.
Mr Elliott said the

council also charged a
$50 fee simply to note its
records of a change of
ownership, making the
total fee for a convey-
ance $355 plus GST.
According to council

forms, all costs areGST
inclusive.
Mr Elliott called on

the chief executive offi-
cer to investigate the
issue, although this ap-
peared unlikely.
Cr Robertson could

not say why the council
decided to levy $90 fees
for search of building
and plumbing and
drainage files.

Breakthrough in coral research

WATER WORKS . . . Stephen Neale tests water temperature in
research to find the cause of coral bleaching Photo:FIONA HARDING FH435A21

By OLIVIA KATTER

TEMPERATURE
surveys on the reef
around Magnetic
Island could open the
door to a newmethod
of researching coral
bleaching.

Stephen Neale
from the Australian
Institute of Marine
Science said infor-
mation from the Sea
T e m p e r a t u r e
Datalogger Project
he ran showed the
abnormal occurrence
of cool water swells
on the inshore reefs
appeared to prevent
certain areas from
bleaching.

‘‘This opens an-
other door to the
whole bleaching
question,’’ he said.

Mr Neale has been
monitoring thewater
temperatures around
Nelly, Geoffrey and
Florence bays with
dataloggers, which
record water tem-
p e r a t u r e s o n a
database every 30
minutes.

He said in early
January Nelly and
Geoffrey bays’ water
temperatures were
consistently high as
was the amount of
coral bleaching in
those areas.

H o w e v e r , a t
Florence Bay the
temperatures fluctu-
ated, sometimes from
32C to26C inamatter
of hours, and there
was low to non-
existent coral bleach-
ing, he said.

Mr Nea l e sa id
although cool waters
were a common oc-
c u r r e n c e a t
Myrmidon and Kelso
Reefs it was uncom-
mon for such cool
temperatures to
sweep through the
inshore reefs.

Mr Neale said the
cooler currents nor-
mally swept in from
the ocean, 50 to 60km
from Florence Bay.

Call 1800 465 100 (Freecall) or (07) 4046 5100*Conditions apply.Valid to 30/6/02.

$36*

per person,
per night, twin share.

Apartment accommodation for the cost of a hotel room
in the heart of Cairns.

267 Lake Street, Cairns
www.coralcay.com.au C
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Coral Cay Villas is located only a few metres from the Cairns waterfront. Coral Cay
offers spacious 1 bedroom suites featuring • Kitchenette • Separate lounge room 

• Airconditioning • Daily servicing • Free in house videos • Saltwater pool and spa in lush
tropical garden setting.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 1. This competition is open to all people except employees, contractors and agents of the North
Queensland Newspaper Company Limited and their immediate families. The judges decision is final and no correspondence
will be entered into. Cash will not be given in lieu of prizes. 2. Entries that are illegible, received after the closing time or do
not fulfill all the conditions of entry will be excluded. 3. Original mastheads with date accepted, no photocopies. 4. Name,
address and phone number of entrant must be written on the back of the envelope containing the mastheads.

To enter simply cut the masthead from your Townsville Bulletin every day (Monday to Saturday) for a week,
place them in an envelope, write your name, address and phone number on the back and send to:
RReegguullaarr RReeaaddeerrss CClluubb 
c/o Townsville Bulletin, P.O. Box 2030 Townsville 4810. 
Winner drawn 31 May and announced in the Townsville Bulletin 1 June.

WIN a trip for two to
State of Origin Game 3
IN SYDNEY on June 26!

WIN a trip for two to
State of Origin Game 3
IN SYDNEY on June 26!

431056344art

Prize includes return economy airfares, overnight accommodation and reserved seats (Valued at $2000)


