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Students shine
in finals of
public speaking

WELL VOICED . . . senior runner-up Kayley Baxter and junior winner Julia Nielsen Photo: LORI NEILSEN LN021D17

TOWNSVILLE representatives in the
annualRostrumpublic speaking competit-
ion for all schools in Australia have talked
up a storm.

Kirwan State High School Year 10
student Julia Nielsen this week won the
Junior section of theQueensland State Fi-
nals with her selected topic, ‘‘Candle In
The Wind’’, while Year 10 St Margaret
Mary’s College studentKayley Baxter was
runner-up in the senior section with her
eight-minute speech titled ‘‘Real Heroes’’.

Kayley selected Thredbo disaster sur-
vivor Stuart Diver and Australia’s first
Winter Olympics Gold Medallist Steven
Bradbury as her subjects for her speech.

The competition organised for schools
Australia-wide is designed topromotepub-
lic speaking in our young people.

Julia’s ‘‘Candle in the Wind’’ speech
combined facets of the lives of Marilyn
Monroe, Princess Diana and musician
Elton John.

‘‘I tried to, and must have succeeded, in
saying how valuable we are in the uni-
verse,’’ she said.

‘‘I took a scientific approach,’’ she said.

Julia will now compete in the national
final of the competition in Sydney on July 27.

The hunt begins
By JOHN ANDERSEN

Ann Bunnell Mike Reynolds

Council to track
and kill dingoes
on Crown land

THE Townsville City
Council will hunt down
and kill dingoes on the
Town Common with or
without the permission
of the Queensland
Parks andWildlife Ser-
vice, deputy mayor Ann
Bunnell said yesterday.

In a move bound to
inflame relations be-
tween the local auth-
ority and the State
Government, the coun-
cil showed the days of
pussy-footing about the
dingo issue were over.

CrBunnell said a con-
tractor employed to
shoot, bait or trap
dingoes would start
work on July 19.

She said the contrac-
tor would be instructed
by the council to enter
the Town Common in
the pursuit of dingoes

harassing people living

in the Pallarenda area.

Townsville-based

Emergency Services

MinisterMikeReynolds

said it was imperative

that the council, as part

of its pest management

strategy, have protocols

in place with State and

federal agencies. ‘‘This
will enhance the im-
plementation of their
strategies,’’ he said.

Cr Bunnell appealed
yesterday for help from
the public in providing
information about
dingo locations.

She urged people to
phone the council on
the d ingo hot l ine
0407 629 682 or after
hours on 4727 8999.

‘‘We want to know
where people are seeing
them and at what time
of the day. Andwewant

to knowwhichway they
go when they run
away,’’ she said.

‘‘We need this data
from across the city so
thatwecangive it to the
contractor when he ar-
rives.’’

Cr Bunnell said the
c o u n c i l w a s a l s o
endeavouring to find
stronger tranquillisers
for the darts being used
on dingoes by a council
team conducting reg-
ular patrols in dingo
hot-spots.

Cr Bunnell said the

tranquilliser being used
was not having an im-
mediate effect on the
dogs.
‘‘With the tranquil-

l i s e r no t work ing
quickly it is causing
problems,’’ she said.
She said letters were

sent yesterday advising
the State Government

and the army about the
council’s intention to
pursue dingoes on to
Crown land.

She said the council
had found the Defence
Department to be ‘‘co-
operative’’.

A defence spokesman
said an approach would
need to be made by the
council if it intended to
pursue dingoes on to
army land.

A council spokesman
said a dingo attack on a
two-year-old Palla-
renda girl on July 1 had
steeled the council’s re-
solve to act.

‘‘If we track a dingo
on to Crown land we’ll
go on to that land,’’ he
said.

‘‘The departments
have had the oppor-
tunity to do something,
but they haven’t.’’

Peninsula
property
to be sold
CAPE York Peninsula

property Olive Vale will

be auctioned in Towns-

ville today.

The 139,400ha station

near Laura in the cen-

tral peninsula will be

sold with 7000 head of

cattle.

The prope r t y i s

owned by J JMcDonald

and Sons Engineering

Pty Ltd. The company

bought it in 1998 from a

firm connected to Fed-

eral LiberalMember for

Leichhardt Warren

Entsch.

Sources said the

property was expected

to sell for about $6 mil-

lion.

Errol Bartkowski,

f r om Wesfarmers

Landmark, said the

auction would start at

the Jupiters Hotel and

Casino at 11am.

Conservationists urge
co-operation on zoning

By OLIVIA KATTER

James McLellan

THE North Queens-
land Conservation
Council has called on
recreational anglers to
co-operate with the
Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
to increase the number
of no-take zones.

Council co-ordinator
James McLellan ac-
knowledged fishing was
a legitimate use of the
marine environment
but said it should not
occur everywhere.

‘‘Recreational fishing
is not a benign activity,’’
Mr McLellan said.

‘‘While one fisherman
may only catch a few
fish, there are thou-
sands of recreational
fishers on the reef.’’

Mr McLellan said
anglers would find it
more productive to help
GBRMPA establish
further green zones.

S u n f i s h N o r t h

Queensland chairman
Brian Pickup said rec-
reational anglers had
c o - op e r a t ed w i th
GBRMPA.

‘‘We’re saying there
are better ways to man-
age the park than lock-
ing it up,’’ he said.

Mr Pickup said that
after last Thursday’s
mass gathering of rec-
reational anglers in
Townsville, the Rec-

reational Enthusiasts
Aga in s t C l o su re s
To t a l l y (REACT )
executive would now
discuss the next move.

A GBRMPA auth-
ority spokesman said
people peddling misin-
formation and using
scare tactics at last
week’s rally were doing
themselves a disservice.

‘‘Some individuals are
willing to sayanything,’’
the spokesman said.

He said he had been
part of the six-week
consultation process,
during which people
had been ‘‘very enthusi-
astic’’ about the green
zone proposals.

‘‘We just want them
to tell us where they
fish so we don’t put
green zones in those
areas,’’ he said. The
spokesman said 19,500
submission brochures
had been handed out.
Submissions must be
returned by August 7.

Cultural
site to be
announced
A COMMITTEE
setting up an indi-
genous cultural
centre in Townsville
should know in six
days if Reef HQ is to
be the site.

Steering commit-
tee member Angie
Akee yesterday said
the decision about
whether to buy Reef
HQ and turn the
lower floor over to
the cultural centre
site would be made
on July 15.

‘‘This is when the
due diligence report
will be presented.
We will know by
then,’’ she said.

OnJune21ATSIC
North Queensland
c omm i s s i o n e r
Jenny Pryor said
work would have to
start on the centre
by October to be eli-
gible for $3million in
federal funding.

Apology to Mary Vernon and the North
Queensland Newspaper Company Limited
trading as The Townsville Bulletin.

During our breakfast program broadcast on SEA FM on
Wednesday, 18 July, 2001, certain comments were made about
Mary Vernon and her About Town Column published in the
Townsville Bulletin.

These comments called into question Mary Vernon’s
professionalism as a journalist and her character and reputation.

SEA FM, Andrew “Birdman” Bird and Darren “Dazza” Summers
each acknowledge that these comments were derogatory and
demeaning of Mary Vernon and were completely without
justification.

SEA FM, Andrew “Birdman” Bird and Darren “Dazza” Summers
unreservedly withdraw these comments and sincerely apologise
to Mary Vernon and the Townsville Bulletin for any loss of
reputation or embarrassment caused to them.

SEA FM

• This apology has been paid for by SEA FM.
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