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: Forum raises land issues

ABOVE: Ros Kenny.
RIGHT: the effects of land
use on the Great Barrier
Reef were raised during

the forum

Researchers met with
members of the community,
including graziers, from the
Dalrymple, Bowen and
Burdekin shires recently for
a public forum on water
quality

DRY season protection of waterholes,
and changing theemphasis of grazing
management from cattle to pasture

were some of the suggested outcomes from
an interactive, successful community fo-
rum between researchers, graziers, and
downstream users from the Burdekin
catchment.

A wide breadth of issues and topics were
discussed ranging from paddock erosion,
suspended solids, sediment deposition in
CapeBowlingGreenBay and the impact of
land use on the water quality and inshore
coral reefs (3 per cent of the total reef area).

General consensus from the 47 partici-
pants from across the Dalrymple, Bowen
and Burdekin shires was that the water
quality forum provided a better under-
standingof the linksbetween landpractices
and impacts on the rivers and Great Bar-
rier Reef.

Direct contact with and balanced opinion
between the scientific experts from eight
different agencies was a valuable experi-
ence.

‘‘All industries need to co-exist,’’ said
SheridenMorris, director of Coastal Devel-
opment and Water Quality for the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.

‘‘The aquaculture industry has changed
practices to recycledischargewaterandcan
co-exist adjacent to the tourism and rec-
reation fishing industries off Hinchinbrook
Island.’’

Ros Kenny, grazier and member of the

Burdekin Rangelands Implementation

Group, said: ‘‘Everyone is concerned about

nutrient and topsoil loss, but the economics

of grazing, viable property size, and under-

standing and adopting the appropriate

technology for environmentally productive

systems can prevent the ideal situation.’’

‘‘The workshop at the end of the day

identified that rebates to managers with

property and water management plans in

place that meet certain environmental

standards would provide incentives.’’ Mrs

Kenny said.

Views of scientists varied from sediment

causing harm to reef health (Laurence

McCook, Cooperative Reef Research

Centre) to the main sediment impact on

coral is the resuspended sediment from the

ocean floor caused by cyclonic weather

(Peter Ridd, James Cook University).

However, everyone agreed good ground

cover is the key to minimising run-off and

erosion, while maximising infiltration.

In summation, Bob Shepherd from the

Department of Primary Industries said: ‘‘I

urge producers to contribute to peak bodies

such as Agforce and Meat Livestock Aus-

tralia to increase our research knowledge

about the impact of water quality, and to

follow through with extension and adop-

tion.’’

‘‘If the aquaculture industry can change

to operate in an environmentally friendly

way, there isno reasonwhyother industries

cannot take the challenge.’’

The forum held in Charters Towers was

hosted by Burdekin Rangelands Im-
plementation Group to provide an oppor-
tunity for graziers and the community to
interact with key researchers and to ident-
ify how landusers can be involved in on-
ground activities to address water quality
issues.

‘‘We see and hear a lot in themedia about
all the bad things the grazing industry is
doing, but there are a lot of questions we
want to directly ask the researchers. This
forum did just that,’’ said Roger Brabon
from Glenrowan Station, north of Towns-
ville.

Discussions from the day will be precised
to provide community input into establish-
ing on-ground regional priorities for the
National Action Plan for Salinity and
Water Quality.

Norm sniffs out future for himself on the land

A DOG’S LIFE . . . Norm with his
handler Greg Horrocks.

THE scent of an old bone or a favourite
chewed tennis ball is enough to start
most dog’s noses twitching, but it’s the

smell of a nasty chemical that gets Norm
going.

Norm, a larrikin labrador retriever cross,
is theonly snifferdog in theworld trained to
detect organochlorine residues in soil.

His work can take him anywhere in
Queensland andNewSouthWales, and last
year took him to Julia Creek.

Norm and his handler, Greg Horrocks, a
Goondiwindi-based stock inspectorwith the
Department of Primary Industries, have
devoted the past two years to investigating
rural properties where the soil is suspected
of containing traces of organochlorines,
such as dieldrin, aldrin and DDT.

Once used to control insect pests in live-
stock and agriculture, these chemicals take
a long time to break down in the soil and
may lodge in the fat of cattle that have
grazed over ground containing residues.

If unacceptable organochlorine levels are
found in livestock, their meat cannot be

sold, which means the graziers livelihood
is threatened and international markets
may be jeopardised.

Norm spends a lot of time on the road.
Last year, he and Greg visited 84 proper-
ties, fromToorak, near Julia Creek, down
to theHunter Valley in NewSouthWales
where he inspected 14 properties in less
than five days.

Norm generally views the world from
the back of a ute, admittedly an air-
conditioned one that comes equipped
with a custom-made canopy, canvas-
covered foamrubberbed, anda chauffeur
(Greg).

‘‘Its a mobile home for him when we’re
on the road,’’ said Greg, who has to settle
for motel accommodation himself.

When Norm and Greg come to town, it
is usually in response to a call for assist-
ance from a worried property owner or
local DPI stock inspector.

Often these calls are prompted by a
‘‘traceback’’ from an abattoir, when slaugh-
tered cattle from a particular property are
found to contain above the allowed level of
organochlorine.

In 90 per cent of cases, Norm was able to
verify the presence of organochlorine resi-
dues in soil on the siteshevisited inQueens-
land last year.

Of course, being a dog helps. Canines pos-
sess a sense of smell which is up to one
million times keener than the human nose.

Norm can detect one part in a million
parts of organochlorine in soil, which is the
equivalent of being able to locate one
specific pancake in a stack higher than
Mount Everest.

‘‘He could be trained to detect even lower
levels of organochlorines, but then he’d
drive us mad by alerting us to the presence
of tiny harmless chemical traces every five
minutes,"Greg said.
DPI detector dog project manager,
Allison Crook, who launched Norm’s career
in the late 90’s, said if a site contained high
levels of organochlorine residues in the soil,

Norm could detect the problem before he
even sets a paw on the ground.

‘‘He will sit in the ute and look at you in a
disdainful way as if to say, can’t you smell
this?’’ Allison said.

The most likely sites to set Norm’s nose
twitching in expectation include old
cattleyards, cattle dips, sheds and dump
sites.

When his olfactory alarm goes off, he
starts to dig, and dig, and dig. The higher
the level of chemicals present, the more
furiously he digs.

Hismotivation is simple: if he finds a con-
taminated site,Gregwill playwithhim.But,
forget gourmet tidbits and meaty bones —
Norm just wants his dolly.

‘‘Dolly’’ is the affectionate term used to
describe a simple roll of blue material. But
when Greg whips it out of his pocket and
throws it, Norm is ecstatic.

Like most Western heroes, Norm has a
soft spot for the girls.

One of the feminine influences in Norm’s
life is Breeze, a 10-month-old chocolate-
coloured labrador pup acquired by Greg
when she was just seven weeks. Breeze has
already been trained to detect dieldrin.

‘‘Breeze doesn’t put the wind up Norm,
but she puts the wind up me — hence the
name,’’ Greg admitted.

‘‘She is starting to get into moremischief,
so we have increased her training to give
her something to do.’’

Norm,who turned five inOctober,may be
approaching senior status among sniffer
dogs, but he is far from retiring.

Greghopes hewill work until he is at least
nine or 10 years old.

‘‘As he gets older, we will adjust his
workload accordingly,’’ he said.

‘‘Once he loses the desire to play, due to
arthritis or old age, then he will lose the
motivation to work. But he will always have
a home with my family."
When that day comes, Norm can hang up

his leash, find a quiet spot in the shade —
and take time to smell the roses.


