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SORRY SIGHT . . . Andrea Timmins with the starved,
tick infested dog Photo: SCOTT RADFORD-CHISHOLM SR305B17

Starving dog
rescued from
Heatley home
A STARVED dog riddled with ticks
was expected to require a transfusion
yesterday to replace the blood the hun-
dreds of parasites had sucked from its
body.

RSPCA regional inspector Mal Hol-
land rescued the dog from a Pixley
Crescent residence in Heatley yester-
day morning.

He said the animal was weak and
staggering from a combination of
blood loss and malnutrition.

Charges were expected to be laid
against the owners.

The dog was taken to Greencross
Veterinarians in Currajong, where she
was given a hydro bath to try to kill the
ticks.

V e t e r i n a r i a n n u r s e A n d r e a
Timmins said she had worked at the
clinic for two years and had never seen
a worse tick infestation.

She said as many ticks as possible
had to be killed while they were still on
the dog to prevent them leaving a
bleeding wound when removed.

She said tests would be carried out to
determine when the dog was last fed.

Reef under
threat from
floodwater
By BETTINA GIARDINA

TIME TO ACT . . . the paler muddy water
from a river merges with the sea

COMMERCIAL fisher-
men have called for ur-
gent action on threats
to the Great Barrier
R e e f c a u s e d b y
floodwater.

This follows the re-
lease of a Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park
Authority (GBRMPA)
report which confirms
pollution in floodwaters
is a serious threat to the
reef’s health.

The report revealed
floodwaters that dis-
charge onto the inshore
reefs of the marine park
carry nutrient levels
10-15 times higher than
those measured in non-
flood conditions.

The research showed
concentrations of dis-
solved nutrients in
flood plumes were con-
siderably above those
known to produce ad-
verse effects on coral
reef ecosystems, in par-
ticular, reductions in
the ability of corals to
r e p r o d u c e a n d i n -
creases in coral death.

GBRMPA director of
water quality Sheriden
Morris said yesterday
the report showed that
the inshore reefs and
seagrass beds adjacent
to Wet Tropics agricul-

t u r a l c a t c h m e n t s

(Townsville to Cook-

town) were at greatest

risk from pollution from

the catchments.

Commercial fisher-

men’s representative

John Olsen said the im-

pact of land use along

the east coast on adjac-

ent coastal waters was a

major environmental

and economic issue.

‘‘This is threatening

the survival of seagrass

bed and other habitats

that are the foundation

of our $700 million-a-

year seafood industry,’’

Mr Olsen said.

‘‘It is vital that action

be taken urgently to re-

duce run-off of soil, nu-
trient and chemicals
from farming activities
along the coast.’’

Mr Olsen called on
the State Government
t o i m p l e m e n t r e c -
ommendations made by
the Reef Task Force
last year.

The task force recom-
mended the develop-
ment of a protection
plan encompassing best
practice farm manage-
ment and rehabilitation
of riverside vegetation.

It further recom-
mended the establish-
ment of an advisory
panel to oversee water
quality and commit re-
sources to the plan.

Group threatens legal action
TOWNSVILLE City and Cairns City
councils will face legal challenges if
they target Aboriginal people in pub-
lic areas, says an indigenous group.

The Foundation for Aboriginal
and Islander Research Action
(FAIRA) said the indigenous com-
munity would take action under
racial discrimination laws if it was
victimised.

‘‘FAIRA is appalled that the coun-
cils are still trying to pursue race-
based laws, or application of the laws,
to deal with dysfunctional cross-
cultural relationships,’’ the foun-
dation said in a statement.

The councils received Queensland

Government support on Thursday
for their plan to move people drink-
ing alcohol in public parks to desig-
nated areas. The Government gave
each council $100,000 to build facili-
ties in those areas, such as shelters,
showers and toilets.

FAIRA said the councils presided
and collected taxes over ‘‘stolen
Aboriginal land’’ and should not dis-
criminate against residents on the
basis of colour.

A Townsville City Council spokes-
man said Mayor Tony Mooney had
repeatedly explained the issue was
about community safety and alcohol,
not race.

RYAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE
STARTING DATES & TIMES

TUESDAY 29 JANUARY
Years 1-2

All students to go to classrooms at Junior Campus 8.35 am
(if unsure of classroom please go to Multipurpose Room)

Years 3-7
All students to to classrooms at 8.50 am

(if unsure of classroom please go to Shelter Shed area)

All Year 8 students
Meet in P. A. Block at 8.35 am

New Year 9-12 students
Meet at Library 9.00 - 11.30 am

WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY
All Secondary students recommence at 8.35 am

Year 8:   Homerooms Year 11: Library
Year 9:   P. A. Block Year 12: Community Centre Meeting Rooms
Year 10: Shelter Shed
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JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY

>>Always thinking ahead >>

Find your fit with
an Arts Degree

An Arts or Social Sciences Degree from James Cook University
will equip you for a wide range of career paths. Not only can they each provide
a broad foundation on which to build more specialised skills, but they may well
provide you with a much more diverse range of career choices than you ever
thought possible. In fact, in Arts or Social Sciences at JCU you're encouraged to
think beyond the obvious - something that employers value highly. The good
news is whichever degree fits you, JCU can still fit you in. 

So find out how to apply for direct entry to any of the study areas shown above and

call JCU today on 1800 246 446.

from JCU.

Anthropology Museum Curator Arts 
(Communication) Public Relations 
Officer Journal ism Journalist,  
Speech Writer Languages Interpreter 
Archaeology Native Title Assessor 
Indigenous Studies Indigenous 
Advocacy Worker Communi ty  
Welfare Community Development 
Officer  Welfare Studies Youth 
Worker Psychology Rehabilitation 
Worker Public Policy Policy Officer 
English Editor, Publisher History 
Librarian Political Science Diplomat 
S o c i o l o g y  P o l i t i c a l  A d v i s e r  
Anthropology Overseas Aid Worker

Anthropology Museum Curator Arts (Communication) Public Relations 
Officer Journalism Journalist, Speech Writer Languages 

Interpreter Archaeology Archaeologist Indigenous Studies
Cultural Heritage Consultant Community Welfare Counsellor Welfare 
   Studies Child Protection Worker Psychology Sports Psychologist
     Public Policy Policy Officer English Writer History Librarian

Political Science Political Adviser Sociology Documentary Maker


