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Greek Festival sparks visits by
busloads of Melbourne tourists

STEPPING OUT . . . tour operator Savvas Salpingidis shows his steps at the Greek
Community Hall Photo: EVAN MORGAN EM222011

DON’T be surprised to see busloads
of inner-city Melbourne residents
visiting the North.

Townsville is now a regular stop
for Melbourne’s Greek residents.

Once a month the visitors stop in
Townsville to enjoy lunch or dinner
at the Greek Community Hall and a
City Sights tour before visiting
Magnetic Island,ReefHQandother
city attractions.

Townsville Greek Festival organ-
iser Bill Malandris said the touring
parties previously only visited
Bowen and Cairns.

Mr Malandris said it was the city’s

Greek Festival which prompted

Tour Master Coaches of Melbourne

to make the regular stopovers in

Townsville.

‘‘This is the fifth visit since the

festival andweareexpectingat least

60 visitors from Melbourne for next

year’s Greek Festival,’’ he said.

Townsville Enterprise chief

executive Richard Power said the

ongoing arrival of Melbourne’s

Greek community indicated the

value of events and festivals to

North Queensland.

— DANNY MORTISON

Satellite aids
reef research

By JOHN ANDERSEN and AAP

ASATELLITEtobe launched in
the United States on Friday will
help scientists from the Aust-
ralian Institute of Marine Sci-
ence (AIMS) better understand
the Great Barrier Reef.

The US/French Jason 1 satel-
lite will measure ocean levels
with unprecedented accuracy,
AIMS experimental scientist
Craig Steinberg said yesterday.

Mr Steinberg said the AIMS
team, along with scientists from
James Cook University, would
use the satellite to study sea level
variations and map them over
the entire Coral Sea.

‘‘This allows us to work out
which way the major currents
flow,’’ he said.

Mr Steinberg said the south-
ern equatorial current, which
flowed from the east, split into
northward and southward-
flowing sections when it hit the
Great Barrier Reef.

He said the southern flowing
current, called the east Aust-
ralian current, was of interest to
the scientific community.

He said having a better under-
standing of Coral Sea currents
gave scientists a better under-
standing of how marine life
moved around the reef.

‘‘Water flow is an important
factor in determining where
things go on the reef,’’ he said.

MrSteinberg said information
gleaned by the satellite would
also be used to determine local
weather patterns.

The satellite will orbit the
Earth at a height of 3336km and
willmeasure the oceans to anac-
curacy of two centimetres.

CSIRO Marine Research
spokesman John Church heads
a team of Hobart-based ocean-
ographers and climatologists,
who will also use data from the
satellite for climate change
studies and other research in
southern Australian waters.

Mr Church said the satellite
would detect ocean surface elev-
ations, indicating the presence
of currents and eddies and help-
ing measure the depth of warm
water layers that influence rain.

Dr Church said the data could
be put to many more uses, and
include information on ocean
currents valuable to the navy
and rescue authorities.

It would be particularly valu-
able to fishermen.

CSIRO oceanographer David
Griffin said advances in satellite
technology and computer mod-
elling were enabling scientists to
link fluctuations in fishery yields
to changing conditions.

Changes in currents, tempera-
ture and salinity affected the
breeding, distribution and abun-
dance of all fish.

One of Dr Griffin’s projects is
to study how western rock lob-
ster larvae are carried out to sea
and back again a year later, re-
search that will enable good and
bad seasons to be predicted.

Award follows dedication to youth

Elizabeth Pohlmann

COMMUNITY-minded Townsville
resident Elizabeth Pohlmann’s dedi-
cation to youth affairs has been re-
warded with the Pacific Access Com-
munity Service Award at the
QueenslandYoungAustralian of the
Year Awards in Brisbane.

A Townsville Youth Council mem-
ber and Queensland Government
Youth Suicide Steering Committee
member, Ms Pohlmann, 20, began
her volunteer work at the age of 16.

Among her many achievements,
Ms Pohlmann was responsible for
the establishment of a Youth Health
Liaison Group and development of a
Medicare information card to inform
young people about how to obtain
their own Medicare card.

Fellow northern Queenslander
Matthew Eckford, 21, from Julia
Creek, won the Federal Govern-
ment’s Regional Initiative Award
category at the National Australia
Day Council-run awards.

Mr Eckford has harnessed his
entrepreneurial spirit, leadership
skills and business acumen to estab-
lishan internetwebsite that provides

a smarter and more cost-effective
way to do business in the regional
environment.

Bo th Mr Eck fo rd and Ms
Pohlmann will represent Queens-
land alongside five other category
winners at the national awards in
Canberra before Australia Day.

The Young Achiever of the Year
for Queensland was palaeontologist
Scott Hocknull, 24, from Brisbane.

No parole
for 21-year
prisoner
THE Northern Terri-
tory Government re-
jected advice from its
top lawyer yesterday
that its longest-serving
prisoner be released.

Tommy Neale has
served 21 years for kill-
ing an 81-year-old man
during a Mount Isa
burglary.

NT law does not allow
parole on mandatory
life sentences unless
the Cabinet rules for it.

Solicitor-General
Tom Pauling, QC, said
Neale would have been
paroled after 13 years if
he had not voluntarily
transferred from a
Queensland prison.

His crime would have
been regarded as man-
slaughter if committed
in the territory, Mr
Pauling said.

book.your.table.today.for

the.kids.
city.flea.
market.

saturday.15.december.flinders.mall
here’s a great way for kids to become budding
entrepreneurs and earn some money for xmas! for
just $5 children aged from 8 to 12 years hire a
table and sell whatever they like up to $10 value.
items could include video games, clothes, action
figures, sports equipment, you name it. the only
items not allowed are adult oriented items or food
and beverages. you’d better hurry.

to book your table call 4721 2282
THE NORTH’S OWN PAPER

townsville cbd promotions. fresh12CB4438

THE NEW CR-V IS
ON ITS WAY SO..

*Standard manual in white, automatic $2000 extra. Prestige Paints $300 extra,
some units fitted with accessories at additional cost.

Geoff PickeringGeoff Pickering

GEOFF PICKERING HONDA     IS
CLEARING THEIR ENTIRE HONDA

CR-V DEMONSTRATOR FLEET!

Townsville
4726 5555

Ingham
4776 6600

Ayr
4783 7077

Bowen
4786 5033

$29,990*DDRRIIVVEE
AAWWAAYYFFRROOMM

231039466

INCLUDING AIRCONDITIONING

Australia’s No.1 Selling 4WD Wagon*

SAVE
OVER $4,600 on Normal

RRP On Road


