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Thieves target crab pots
THIEVES are targeting crab pots at

one of theNorth’smost popular fish-

ing spots in the Hinchinbrook

Channel.

Cardwell police said yesterday

more than 20 crab pots had been

stolen from the popular Lucinda-

Dungeness area in the past two

weeks alone.

Senior Constable Peter Frith said

the growing problem was hard to

police andwarned fishermen tobeon

the look-out to protect their pots.

‘‘We have not caught anyone actu-

ally stealing the pots as yet, butmore

than 20 have been reported stolen in

the past few weeks,’’ he said.

‘‘All we can do iswarn fishermen to

keep on the alert and report thefts,

andwarn the thieves that stiff penal-

ties will apply if they are caught

stealing.’’

Sugar
alliance
aims to
halt slide

By JOHN ANDERSEN

ALANDMARKalliance between

sugar miller CSR and growers

has been set up to arrest the in-

dustry’s slide towards oblivion.

CSRSugar chief executive Ian

McMaster said yesterday a plan

to instigate radical change start-

ed last September and was

finally thrashed out late last

week.

He said themain targets of the

industry-saving offensive were

to increase farm productivity

and harvesting efficiencies.

Traditionally the relationship

between farmers andmillers has

been one of robust argy-bargy,

but now, Canegrowers chairman

JimPedersen says, suchwrangl-

ing is a luxury.

He said some growers were

cynical about CSR’s involve-

ment in the exercise and were

worrying about the miller hav-

ing an ulterior motive.

‘‘We can no longer afford the

luxury of them and us. We’re all

part of the one industry and we

have to work together for the

best outcomes,’’ Mr Pedersen

said. ‘‘We have not got much

time to get costs down.’’

MrMcMasterwas upbeat, say-

ing all players in the industry

had tobepulled together, includ-

ing the Bureau of Sugar Exper-

iment Stations, harvesting con-

tractors and productivity

boards.

He said that under the plan,

regional industry boards would

be set up in the Plane Creekmill

area at Mackay as well as in the

Herbert and Burdekin districts.

He said they would play a vital

role in the reform process and

would be supported by pro-

ductivity focus groups each com-

prising 20 or more growers.

Mr McMaster said infor-

mation exchange across the

groups would be one of themain

platforms for promoting pro-

ductivity gains.

He said CSR would provide

funding for management per-

sonnel in the Herbert and

Burdekin.

Robin Juffs from Pioneer mill

has been appointedmanager for

Burdekin and Gavin Hughes,

from the Inkerman mill, man-

ager for Herbert.

Mr McMaster said the two

would assist in implementing

the productivity programs.

He acknowledged that millers

and growers had a long history

of not working together.

Mr Pedersen said mill areas

other than CSR were also start-

ing to take an interest.

INQUIRY . . . GBRMPA’s Sheriden Morris SR403B04

Water worries on the agenda
By ANDY TOULSON

TOWNSVILLE holds a unique position
in urban water management with vital
water quality issues affecting the
precious Great Barrier Reef, a public
meeting heard yesterday.

With polluting effluent being con-
tained close to shore by the Great Bar-
rier Reef, inshore water quality is be-
coming a significant problem which
needs to be addressed immediately.

The area’s particular water manage-
ment issues were raised during a public
Senate hearing held in Townsville as
part of an inquiry into urban water
management across Australia. The
meeting heard submissions from the

Great Barrier Marine Park Authority
and the Townsville City Council.

The inquiry committee will hold pub-
lic hearings across the nation for the
next two months, with a reporting
deadline of June 27.

GBRMPA water quality director
Sheriden Morris said while water qual-
ity on the reef was generally good, some
inshore areas were in poor condition.

‘‘We were very pleased to meet with
the Senate committee and have the op-
portunity to advise them of local
issues,’’ Ms Sheriden said.

‘‘The reef has a great capacity to ab-
sorb, but when it does collapse it will
collapse completely, and we don’t know
what the trigger will be.’’

Axed
surgeon
ponders
action
A CARDIAC surgeon

who had his services

terminated at the

Townsville Hospital is

‘‘considering his op-

tions’’, his legal rep-

resentative says.

But Steven Mosch, of

lawyers Suthers and

Taylor, said his client

did not wish to make

any public comment

about the matter.

The surgeon was

stood down last Decem-

ber after being involved

inwhatHealthMinister

Wendy Edmond de-

scribed as an ‘‘alleged

serious incident’’.

Hospital authorities

have made it clear the

alleged problem had

nothing to do with the

surgeon’s clinical com-

petence.

Townsville Hospital

acting district manager

Robert Akers has de-

scribed the dispute as a

private issue between

the surgeonandhis em-

ployers.

MrMosch said his cli-

ent agreed with the

statement that it was a

private matter.

‘‘He is currently con-

sidering his (legal) op-

tions in light of the ac-

tion taken by the hos-

pital,’’ Mr Mosch said.

— JOHN ANDERSEN

Footballer
forfeits bail
RUGBY league State-

of-Origin centre Chris

Walker, arrested for

disorderly behaviour at

a taxi rank on Flinders

Street East last month,

chose to forfeit his $80

bail rather than appear

in the Townsv i l l e

Magistrates Court

yesterday.

Walker, who played

with the reserve grade

Toowoomba Clydes-

dales against theYoung

Guns on March 16, was

arrested about 6am on

March 17.

He landed in the

Townsville watchhouse

following the incident.

DON’T LET THE
FLU GET YOU

THIS YEAR
Ask our Professional Staff 
for advice on Vitamin C 
and Echinacea Products 

before it’s too late.

290 Ross River Road,
AITKENVALE Ph. 4725 5244

36 Thuringowa Drive,
KIRWAN Ph. 4773 4224

Parkside Plaza
Shopping Centre
Bamford Lane,

KIRWAN Ph. 4773 1758
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