Reef fears

By OLIVIA KATTER

MEETINGS with coast communities are
dispelling myths about the expansion of
green zones on the reef, according to the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority.

GBRMPA conservation, biodiversity
and world heritage director Jon Day said
the purpose of the community meetings
was to invite people’s opinions and cor-
rect misinformation.

“There is a lot of misinformation out
there in the communities,” he said.

“The purpose of the meetings is to ex-
plain what we’re doing and how they
(community) can help.”

Mr Day said many people considered
the expansion of the green zones, or
marine sanctuaries, a “done deal”.

“Clearly it’s not,” he said.

Mr Day said the definition of “green
zones” was one area that needed clarifi-
cation. “Basically this means there is no
fishing and you can’t collect either,” he
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said. “But you can still take a boat into
the area or go snorkelling or scuba
diving.”

Mr Day said the meetings all had a
positive outcome, with many people
walking away with a greater under-
standing.

He urged people to make submissions
to GRBMPA by August 7 to have their
say on where the green zones should be.

He said all the submissions would be
addressed with Federal Environment
and Heritage Minister Dr David Kemp
before further community meetings
with specific interest groups.

Following this a draft plan would be
formally introduced by early next year,
Mr Day said.

“If we follow all the principles, we think
around 25 per cent of the park will be a
no-take or green zone,” he said.
® For further information, freecall 1800
990 177 or go to www.gbrmpa.gov.au and
click on “Have your say about the reef”
and then click on “Under Pressure”.



