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Bearing it for breast cancer
LOCAL Avon representatives are
doing their bit for charity through
the sale of cuddly bean-bag bears.

As well as make-up and jewellery,
the representatives are selling the
new Pink Ribbon Bear, with all
profits going to the Australian New
Zealand Breast Cancer Trials
Group.

Avon District Manager Joy
Edwards said in previous years
Avon had sold brooches, teaspoons
and candles as part of its breast can-
cer crusade.

Ms Edwards said the bears were
already popular, with people inquir-

ing about them even before they
were released.

‘‘Theywant to buy them to aid the
cause,’’ she said.

Tomorrow representatives will be
selling the Pink Ribbon Bears on
centre stage at Stockland.

For computer users, every time
someone goes to the Avon website
and clicks on the bear, he will blow
you a kiss and Avon will donate 10c
to the Breast Cancer Trial Group.

RIGHT: Avon district sales
manager Joy Edwards with the
bears Photo: EVAN MORGAN EM402A09

No refuge from shame

Michelle Hall

By ROBERTA MANCUSO

A TOWNSVILLE woman who con-
soled a terrified refugee child and saw
asylum seekers so desperate for free-
dom they tore themselves into bloody
messes says she has seen the lowest
depths of human emotion.

Michelle Hall attended last Friday’s
protest at Woomera detention centre
which resulted in asylum seekers es-
caping with the help of hundreds of
protesters. From Melbourne yester-
day, the North Queensland Conser-
vation Council employee said it was
an experience shewould never forget.

‘‘I was holding the hand of an
11-year-old child and the only word
she knew was ‘freedom’,’’ she said.
‘‘She was crying and begging to be

free. I havenever seen such incredible
fear and terror in anyone’s face be-
fore. It was almost like I was ashamed
tobeahuman. Ihavenever felt sobad
in my whole life.’’
Hundreds of people, protesting

against the Government’s policy of
mandatory detention for asylum
seekers, helped detainees escape by
tearing down fences andhanding bolt
cutters to those inside.
Asylum seekers scaled two razor

wire-topped fences, many of them
getting badly injuring while doing so.

MsHall said some 800 protesters in-
itially went to the detention centre to
make noise and show support for the
refugees. However, they tore down a
‘‘flimsy’’ boundary fence and strolled
400m to the centre’s exterior fences,
where they came face to facewith the
detainees.

‘‘When we got there we were asking
them what they need and they said,
‘we justwant tobe free’,’’MsHall said.
‘‘The refugees were begging to be lib-
erated and escaped by climbing over

the fence. They wanted to climb over
so we helped them do that.’’
She said she was walking with a

man of 30 who had escaped, trying to
explain that he would be re-captured
or may perish in the desert.
‘‘He was saying ‘I don’t care if I die

in the desert, I’m not going back’.’’
She said she was terrified during

the ordeal because the situation be-
tween police, protesters and refugees
was so volatile. ‘‘But not because of
thepolice; Ididn’t care if thepolicebeat
me to a pulp and locked me up. If that
means that somebody is going to have
freedom then so be it,’’ Ms Hall said.

Public
hearing
on water
quality
TOWNSVILLE district
residents have the
chance to discuss their
concerns about water
qualitywith theFederal
Government today.
The Senate Inquiry

into UrbanWaterMan-
agement is holding a
public hearing at the
Townsville City Council
chambers.
North Queensland

Senator Jan McLucas
said it was important
the committee under-
stood the need for all
coastal towns to man-
age their run-off effec-
tively to minimise the
impact on the Great
Barrier Reef.
‘‘The issues that cities

like Townsville and
Thuringowa face are
different from the
major capital cities,’’
Senator McLucas said.
‘‘We live in an ex-

tremely sensitive area
in an environmental
sense.’’
Committee head,

Democrats Senator
Lyn Allison, who will
host the hearing, said
the committee would
hear testimony from
Townsville-based water
quality experts to assess
future effects of water
quality on the reef.
With a reporting

deadline of June 27, the
committee has received
60 submissions.
Local submissions

came from the Great
Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority, the
Townsville City Coun-
cil, the Queensland
Wildlife Preservation
Societyand theQueens-
land Environmental
Protection Agency.
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PAINT
SALE

sales@townsville.parkside.biz

Where you 
receive se

rvice 

with a smile!

15%
OFF

PAINT &
ACCESSORIES

Including brands such as Dulux,
Taubmans and many more.

SALE ENDS SUNDAY 7th APRIL
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To win a 7 day berth on the Windeward
Bound, re-enacting part of Matthew
Flinders’ historic circumnavigation of
Australia, or one of 60 berths for 
a 2 hour sail on Cleveland Bay,
complete the entry form below and send it to:
Windeward Bound Competition,
C/- Townsville Bulletin, PO Box 2030
(198 Ogden Street) Townsville
before 5pm on
Tuesday, 16 April
2002.
Winner announced in
Townsville Bulletin
17 April. Entrants
must be 15 years
or over and in
good health.
Parents consent
required for
minors.

WWiinnddeewwaarrdd
BBoouunndd

VVooyyaaggee ooff
aa LLiiffeettiimmee

Windeward Bound
Competition Entry Form

Name: ............................................................................................................
Address: .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
......................................................... Phone: .................................................

WIN!WIN!
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