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Long-term Crown of Thorns strategy proposed
By BETTINA GIARDINA

AN environment protection group

has called for a long-term strategy

to control Crown of Thorns star-

fish on the Great Barrier Reef.

WWF Australia’s Great Barrier

Reef campaign manager Imogen

Zethoven says Crown of Thorns

starfish are in plague proportions

and having a devastating impact

on reef ecosystems.

Unless contained, the Crown of

Thorns outbreak had the poten-

tial to impact on Queensland’s $2

billion marine tourism industry

which directly employed more

than 25,000 people, she said.

According to CRC Reef Re-

search Centre, a survey between

Townsville and Cairns in 1998-99

showed numbers were ‘‘very

high’’.

The research revealed that dur-

ing 1999-2000, large numbers of

juvenile starfish were found on

the reefs off Townsville and the

starfish were larger than those

found in previous surveys —

indicating that the juveniles were

growing into adults. Ms Zethoven

said the organisation was pleased

State and Federal governments

and the major political parties had

started to take the issue seriously.

‘ ‘ H o w e v e r , l o n g e r t e r m

strategies are needed,’’ she said.

The Federal Government has

pledged $700,000 in assistance over

two years to help control the
Crown of Thorns starfish.

The assistance package will sup-
plement around $13 million in
funding provided by governments
since 1985 for Crown of Thorns re-
search.

And in a down payment on
Labor federal election policies, the
party announced $2 million
towards the control of the starfish.

PALS . . . Cameron Van Balen meets Millicent Emery yesterday Photo: LORI NEILSEN LN083B14

A journey to help those early arrivals
By DANNY MORTISON

PREMATURE babies born in
regional Queensland who need
specialist attention in the city
will have a better chance
thanks to the efforts of cyclist
Cameron Van Balen.

Cameron was in Townsville
yesterday where he met 5-year-
old Millicent Emery who was
not expected to live past a
couple of days when she was
born at just 1300g.

‘‘Milli’s mum, Donna, told me

they thought they’d be prepar-

ing for her funeral after the

birth, but the work of doctors

helped save Milli.’’

Cameron hopes to make

around $120,000 on his ride from

Cairns to Brisbane, which will

go towards a transportable

humidicrib to be used for trans-

porting premature babies from

regional hospitals throughout

the State to Brisbane for

specialist treatment.

He said funds raised on his

ride would also go to the Royal
Women’s Hospital Foundation
Perinatal Centre and Ronald
McDonald House in Herston
where families can stay.

Cameron left Cairns on Sun-
day and expects to cover at
least 100km a day and be in
Brisbane by September 7.

He said he decided to do the
ride after doing some fund rais-
ing work for the hospital.

‘‘When I saw all those little
babies in the unit it pulled at
my heart strings.’’

Water pipe work will save council money, says Parker
By JOANNA MATHER

RATEPAYERS will be saved
almost $65,000 due to forward
thinking by the Townsville City
Council, the local authority
boasts.

The council and developer
Delfin will soon upsize a water
pipe on the southern side of An-
gus Smith Drive to service

further growth in Riverside

Gardens.

Finance and Corporate Ser-

vices Committee chairman

Councillor Dale Parker said by

putting in a bigger pipe now the

council would avoid having to in-

stall a second pipe down the

track to cater for new homes in

the proposed Douglas Reservoir

land development, opposite Riv-
erside Gardens.

He said the move would cost
the council $30,000 now but
would save $65,000 later on.

‘‘By simply upsizing the main
we will satisfy Delfin’s water de-
mands and cater for future
council demand opposite the
Riverside Gardens develop-
ment,’’ Cr Parker said.

Living the
suburban
nightmare

Abuse and crucifixes aplenty

By BETTINA GIARDINA

A MOTHER-of-two recalled in a

Townsville court yesterday how a

neighbour’s barrage of intimidation,

abuse and taunting led her family to

sell their dream house.

Veronica Hughes said her

neighbour told her he would make

her life hell.

It was alleged Ahkman and

Pratibha Ali spied on Mrs Hughes

and her husband Geoff with security

cameras and beamed floodlights di-

rectly into their Overton Circuit

house.

‘‘It was as if we were being watched

and every move was being noticed,’’

Mrs Hughes said.

‘‘There was no other reason to sell

the house (but) to get away from the

abuse and taunting.’’

Mr and Mrs Ali have pleaded not

guilty in the Townsville District

Court to unlawful stalking during a

12-month period in 1999 and 2000.

The court heard the Alis allegedly

called their neighbours names such

as psycho, white dog, ugly bitch,

stalky legs and white bastard.

On one occasion Mr Ali allegedly

called Mr Hughes the devil.

Mrs Hughes said when Mr Ali

erected a crucifix on the fence facing

her Kirwan house, she believed the

worst.

‘‘I thought Mr Ali wanted us dead

. . . it was like a cross on a grave,’’ she

said.

‘‘I though they were death crosses,

that he wanted us dead.’’

The court heard a few days after

the first crucifix was erected, Mr Ali

put another on the fence.

‘‘I was quite afraid,’’ Mrs Hughes

said. ‘‘I thought one (crucifix) was for

me and the other was for my hus-

band.’’

The court was told another two

crucifixes were put up on the fence,

which Mrs Hughes believed could

have represented her daughter and

son.

The court heard Mr Ali allegedly

told Mrs Hughes ‘‘I will make your

lives hell’’ and ‘‘I will remove the

crosses if your husband begs me in

writing’’.

Mrs Hughes testified Mr Ali told

her the crucifixes were erected to

‘‘keep the devil away’’.

She said when Mr Ali talked about

keeping the devil away, he pointed to

the house where her husband was.

The court heard the Alis allegedly

told Mr and Mrs Hughes’ son: ‘‘Your

father thinks we are black bastards.’’

The trial, before Judge Clive Wall,

continues today.

Minor disruptions to TV
By KYLIE STOCKDALE

ONLY minor disrup-

tions to North Queens-

land television viewers

are expected when ter-

restrial television ser-

vices are converted

from analog to digital.

Regional Queensland

will begin to receive

digital television from

March 31, 2003.

T h e A u s t r a l i a n

Broadcasting Authority

has said that most

viewers will only have to

retune their televisions

and video recorders to

cope with the conver-
sion.

In return, digital tele-
vision will provide them
with a clearer, sharper
picture, better sound
and a reduction in the
interference and ghost-
ing that currently af-
fect many viewers in
built-up areas or hilly
terrain.

A discussion paper
and draft digital chan-
nel plans for regional
Queensland were re-
leased by the ABA last
week.

ABA chairman Pro-
fessor David Flint said

the paper included de-
tails of the proposed as-
signment of channels
for the conversion of
commercial and nation-
al television services.

‘‘Public information,
education campaigns
and telephone hotlines
will be established to
deal with and provide
timely advice on how to
retune devices and
alternative connection
methods before any
changes take place,’’
Prof Flint said.

The test transmis-
sions are not expected
until late next year.

Murder case jury stays locked up
THE jury in the good Samaritan

murder trial was locked up overnight

after deliberations yesterday failed

to reach a verdict.

The jury has been locked up for

three nights after starting deliber-

ations on Monday.

The jury will resume deliberations

this morning.

Ferdinand Bast, a father of three,

was shot when he attempted to stop a

break-in at the Northside Day and

Night Pharmacy about 1am on May

1, 1999.

Loizos Georgiou, 32, Leslie Arthur

Edwards, 25, and Stephen Patrick

Heferen, 31, have pleaded not guilty

in the Supreme Court in Townsville

to murder.

— BETTINA GIARDINA


