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STOCK UP WITH COUPONS FOR NEXT SATURDAY’S HUGE CENT SALE (Full details page 46)
Get two coupons for every receipt of $10 or more on Wednesday, 24 April at booths outside

Chandlers and Target at                   OR collect two coupons on Wednesday, 24 April in

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

DOUBLE
COUPON

DAY

431057743art

Increase your knowledge of the marine environment, 
develop customer service skills, take part in 
activities and make new friends.

To find out more and to register, 
you must attend the Open Night.

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age 
and be willing to make a commitment to Reef HQ.

Yabby race
fever grips
bush oasis

By JOHN ANDERSEN

ONE of the Asia-Pacific region’s
premier racing events, the Kajabbi
Yabby Derby, will be run under
lights on a wooden track behind the
historic Kalkadoon Hotel 130km
north of Mount Isa today.

Kajabbi yabbies are famous for
their big hearts, powerful finishes
and ability to turn around mid-race
and head back to the starting line.

The Leichhardt River thorough-
breds can be highly strung andwhen
having a bad shell day have been
known to refuse to move from the
barrier at the start of a race.

The popular treatment for yabbies
that refuse to budge is to throw them
in boiling water with a handful of
salt, let them cook for two minutes
and eat them. They will never, ever
refuse to budge again.

TheKalkadoonHotel’s JanetLong
said an action-packed seven-race
program had been organised and
money raised would go to the Leuk-
aemia Foundation of Queensland.

She said the day would start with a
cricket match in the afternoon.

‘‘You pay $1 to play and $2 if you
don’t put on the pads,’’ she said.

Ms Long said the racing program
would start about 7pm.

‘‘They race along a sloping board
that is divided into seven lanes. The
first yabby to fall into a bucket at the
end is the winner,’’ she said.

Ms Long said owners had to hold
their yabbies on the starting line and
let them go when the starting gun
was fired.

‘‘They can’t touch them after that.
All they can do is fire water pistols at
them,’’ she said.

She said the amount of prize
money depended on how much
money was raised auctioning the
yabbies to individuals and syndi-
cates.

‘‘Each yabby is auctioned individu-
ally and half of the money raised
goes to first place and the other half
to the Leukaemia Foundation,’’ she
said.

She said the Kajabbi Cup was the
last race on the card.

‘‘This is all of the winning yabbies
in the one race,’’ she said.

She said toilets and showers be-
hind the hotel were available to
campers.

‘‘A lot of people just sleep in the
back of utes,’’ she said.

Cooler water may fail to save corals
By OLIVIA KATTER

CONCERN
. . . scientist
D r P a u l
Marshall at
Ree f HQ.
INSET: Dr
M a r s h a l l
a s s e s s e s
c o r a l
b leaching
on Thetford
Reef.
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THE widespread cooling of
seawater along the Great
Barrier Reef in March may
not have come soon enough
to save some species from
coral bleaching.
An unprecedented num-

ber of coral reefs, including
those around Magnetic
Island, were seriously affec-
ted by bleaching last sum-
mer, but it is yet to be deter-
mined whether the damage
will be greater than that of
1998, the worst case of coral
bleaching in the history of
the Great Barrier Reef.
Dr Paul Marshall from

Reef HQ said research, con-
ducted in conjunction with
the Australian Institute of
Marine Science, had re-
vealed that more reefs had
been affected than in 1998.
‘‘There are more reefs af-

fected but we won’t know for
sure whether it’s worse or
not until we get the results
from these surveys,’’ he said.
Bleaching occurs when

corals become stressed and
expel microscopic plants
which colour their tissue and
help provide them with fuel
through photosynthetic ac-
tivity, without the algae the
coral turns white.
Unusually warm water

conditions could cause stress
to corals, and have contrib-
uted to coral bleaching
events in the past.
During the past few weeks

the two research institutes
have banded together to do

in-water surveys to find
out the significance of
the recent coral bleach-
ing on the reef.
‘ ‘ The i n i t i a l im -

pression is that this
bleaching we’ve seen
has probably affected
more reefs than we saw
in 1998 but it’s quite a
different pattern,’’ Dr
Marshall said.
‘‘This year we’ve seen

more reefs offshore that
have been affected by
coral bleaching, but
once again it’s the in-
shore reefs that have
been most seriously af-
fected.’’

Big Day Out to assist Camp Quality
COMMUNITY-conscious North
Queensland residents can pick
up where Mick Churchill left off
in the fundraising field to-
morrow by supporting Mick’s
Big Day Out at Strand Park.

Proceeds will go to Camp
Quality, an organisation Mr
Churchill strongly supported.

Renowned for his community
spirit,MrChurchill died onApril
11 after suffering an aneurysm.

He was an avid supporter of

sporting and community groups,
many of which will have stalls at
the Big Day Out.

Churchill’s IGASupermarkets
marketing manager Jodi
McIlroy said people were en-
couraged to bringapicnic basket
to the park or buy food from the
available stalls.

The event runs from 2pm to
6pm and include rides, face
painting, super raffles, jumping
castles and giveaways.

Townsville Crocodiles and
Townsville Fire players will be
special guests, aswill be theCHR
Cowboys when they arrive at
3pm to sign autographs.

Ms McIlroy said the com-
munity’s support for Mick’s Big
Day Out was already fantastic,
with dozens of businesses donat-
ing prizes for raffles.

‘‘Mickwould be stoked to think
he can still make money when
he’s dead,’’ she said.


