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Street
kids on
the rise

By EMMA CHADWICK

FULL HOUSE . . . Peter Nolan

A SHELTER for Townsville’s home-
less children says it is always a full
house at its Hervey Range Road ad-
dress with children as young as 10
seeking shelter.

The Station chairman Peter Nolan
said the problem was so serious it was
forced to turn away up to 30 children
each month.

His comments came after a census
of Townsville’s homeless was made
on Thursday night.

The Station, a non-profit organis-
ation which receives no government
funding, cares for boys aged 10 to 17
years who are homeless or need time
away from their
f a m i l y f o r o n e
reason or another.

Mr Nolan said the
24-hour faci l ity
worked closely with
the Department of
Families, which re-
ferred children to
them.

A massive private
census of 16 regional
Queensland towns
made on Thursday
night is expected to
show the number of homeless youths
is up and the age is down.

Members of three social welfare or-
ganisations pounded the pavements,
parks, alleyways and soup kitchens
from Cairns to Townsville, Mount
Isa and the Gold Coast, on Thursday
night counting and interviewing the
homeless.

Knights of the Southern Cross
State chairman Leo Evans said hun-
dreds of volunteers across the State
counted the number of homeless
people within a 3km radius of 16 re-
gional towns and city centres.

He said in Brisbane figures showed
there were many people aged 20 to 35
were on the street.

In Redcliffe freezing 3C tempera-
tures on Thursday night saw many
people off the street and opting for
shelter.

The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul vice-president John McCulloch
said data from the study would be
presented to the State Government
ad used to develop strategies to

tackle homelessness. The Station’s
Peter Nolan said it saw children who,
for various reasons, can’t live with
their families.

‘‘Some of the kids are intellectually
disabled or their parents are intellec-
tually disabled and so they can not
live at home or may just need some-
where for the short term,’’ he said.

‘‘There are also those who just can-
not go home and we have them until
they can be placed in foster care.

‘‘We are always full and we have to
say no, to on average, 30 kids per
month.’’

Mr Nolan said the ages of children
needing accommodation had
dropped and they were seeing more

street kids aged
as young as 10
years old.

H e s a i d
changes in so-
ciety had seen
the ages of ‘‘kids
l i v i n g i n t h e
streets’’ drop.

‘ ‘ W h e n w e
started 10 years
ago we targeted
young boys aged
14 to 17 but now
we have dropped

that so that we now cater for 10 to 17
year olds.’’

Mr Nolan said The Station catered
for 10 youths at its facility at any one
time and at least two had been there
for the past two years.

He said many youths who could not
stay at the facility were diverted to
other youth agencies in the city in-
cluding share houses and foster
families.

The Station, named because of its
use of railway carriage bedrooms,
was handed a $1000 cheque from its
major sponsor Queensland Rail this
week.

A Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
spokesman in Townsville said results
of the census would substantiate
what was common knowledge in
social services groups.

‘‘Townsville really doesn’t have too
many surprises, people know where
people are around the town,’’ he said.

Results of the homeless census are
e x p e c t e d t o b e r e l e a s e d o n
September 2.

DEADLY . . . David Windsor watches some of the crown of thorns starfish taken from John
Brewer Reef and now on display at Reef HQ Photo: LORI NEILSEN LN075B10

Starfish causes reef grief
By KAREN INGRAM

THE bane of the Great Barrier
Reef, the crown of thorns star-
fish, has made a staggering
comeback, according to a
Townsville reef research
centre.

Divers have removed more
than 4000 of the deadly, coral-
eating starfish from John
Brewer Reef in just six days,
suggesting the current out-
break is even more severe than
one 10 years ago that destroyed
a significant portion of the reef.

David Windsor, managing di-
rector of the Great Barrier
Reef Research Foundation,
said the density was such that
the creatures were crawling
over each other to get to the
coral.

Scientists have been at odds
about what sparks the plague

proportions. Mr Windsor said
one theory suggested large out-
flows of fresh water encour-
aged the species to flourish, as
the crown of thorns starfish
was one of the few marine crea-
tures that could live in low sal-
inity water.

Another theory suggested
changes in the amount of sus-
pended nutrients in the water
could affect the lifespan of
post-larval starfish, which are
about the size of a 10-cent piece
and live on nutrients and algae
in the water rather than coral.

One starfish could release up
to 700,000 larvae in a single
spawning and a minimal
change in nutrient levels could
cause an outbreak.

The current program to kill
the deadly starfish, adminis-
tered by the research foun-
dation, has been provided with

$1.5 million funding, jointly
granted by the federal and
State governments.

Association of Marine Park
Tourism Operators chairman
David Hutchen said tourism
operators would be required to
maintain their sites once they
had been cleared of starfish.

He said a dozen or so reef
tourism operators had contrib-
uted more than $2 million over
18 months to combat the prob-
lem, and would continue to
send divers down regularly to
inject the starfish with a com-
pound that would kill them
within 24 hours.

Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority chairwoman
Virginia Chadwick said the cost
of the project was easily justi-
fied in light of the potential
losses to the tourism industry
and damage to the reef.

Bonds lost
O V E R W O R K E D
parents are mourning
the loss of close re-
lationships with their
children, and statutory
limits are needed to
support workers’ rights
to refuse excessive
hours, a researcher
claims.

‘‘We’ve got a problem
of growing hours across
a wide range of occu-
pations in Australia,’’
said Barbara Pocock, an
associate professor at
Adelaide University.
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Q u a r t e r d e c k  M a r i n a  T o w n s v i l l eQ u a r t e r d e c k  M a r i n a  T o w n s v i l l e
31 August – 5 September 2002

For  Fur ther  Informat ion contac t  Tournament  Organiser  Mark Parkes  on 4779 9111

Daily entries
and Junior
section now
included!

$40,000$40,000
C a s h  a n d  P r i z e  T o u r n a m e n t
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CLUDEN PARK RACECOURSE

$145,000 PRIZE
MONEY
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$145,000 PRIZE
MONEY

FRIDAY RACE SPONSORS
QANTAS, Channel 10, City Heart,

Boral Concrete & Quarries Country
Queensland, McDonald’s, Optus,
Molly Malones Irish Pub, XXXX.

SATURDAY RACE
SPONSORS

The Xerox Shop, 4TO FM, Townsville
Bulletin, Loloma Jewellers, Ray White

Real Estate, Harvey World Travel.

Races Friday
City Heart Traders LUNCHEON & FASHION PARADE

Win Gift Vouchers from City Traders
Special Guest - Jockey Glen Colliss

Races Saturday
LUCKY RACE BOOK PRIZE - Return trip for

2 to Brisbane on the Queenslander,
Courtesy of QR

FABULOUS FASHIONS - Trip for two to
Hong Kong from Harvey World Travel
Special Guest - Shannon (Big Brother)

Members Events
Jupiters MEET & GREET Thursday Night
ANZ GALA BALL Friday Night
Suncorp Metway Garden Party    Sunday Afternoon
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FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
30th & 31st AUGUST
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