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Bay’s shelter
too ‘polluted’

By JOANNA MATHER

THE Cleveland Bay dugong
sanctuary off Townsville is the
most polluted of all dugong
sanctuaries along the Queens-
land coastline, a World Wide
Fund For Nature report has
found.

The water quality report by
WWF finds inshore waters in
the Townsville region are in a
‘‘poor’’ condition and Cleveland
Bay is the dugong sanctuary
least likely to support a healthy
population of the species.

According to the report, the
Burdekin River spews the equiv-
alent of 1230 dump trucks of soil
a day into Cleveland and Bowl-
ing Green bays, both of which
are dugong sanctuaries.

Land clearing, overgrazing, in-
tensive cropping and the de-
struction of wetlands are blamed

for unnaturally high nitrate and
sediment loading in the bays.

Cane farming alone was re-
sponsible for emptying the
equivalent of 10,000 bags of ni-
trogen into the waters adjacent
to the Burdekin-Haughton
catchment each year.

‘‘If we want our children to
grow up knowing that dugong
still inhabit Cleveland Bay right
next to a major regional city
then we need to urgently im-
prove catchment management
of the Burdekin now,’’ the report
said.

Compiled by WWF’s Great
Barrier Reef Campaign, the re-
port delivered a generally grim
verdict on the quality of reef
waters along the coastline on
World Environment Day yester-
day. ‘‘From Port Douglas south,
most of the inshore reefs and
seagrass meadows are choking

under plumes of enriched mud
and pesticides,’’ it said.

The inshore waters off Cairns
were also rated as poor, with
high levels of the herbicide
diuron — toxic to seagrass and
corals — detected. The inshore
waters around the Whitsundays
and Keppel island group were
very poor.

Only the inshore waters of
Cape York and Daintree-
Mossman received moderate to
good condition reports.

‘‘Farming practices need to
change, land clearing must stop
and urban and industrial pol-
lution must be brought under
control if the Reef is to recover,’’
WWF Great Barrier Reef Cam-
p a i g n m a n a g e r I m o g e n
Zethoven said.

The Great Barrier Reef Mar-
ine Park Authority welcomed
the report.

SPECTACULAR. . . Wild Bill Luther drives through a wall of fire with local Dean Schifilliti on the bonnet
INSET: a monster trucks goes through its paces Photos: STEWART MCLEAN SM492008, SM492021

Fireworks and stunt cars
to heat up showgrounds
FIREWORKS and motor

stunts will liven up the

Townsville Showgrounds on

Saturday night.

The extravaganza is part of

the World Series of Fireworks

tour, which promoters claim

is a first for Australia.

The media was given a

sneak preview of some of the

entertainment yesterday,

which included Bill Luther’s

breath-taking stunts and the

bone-crushing performance

of the monster trucks.

Two teams from Australia

and China will conduct major

fireworks displays in a grand

prix-style competition. Org-

anisers estimate $100,000

worth of fireworks will go up

in smoke. Other events on the

night include motocross ac-

tion and a laser spectacular.

2001
TOWNSVILLE SHOW

SAVE 30% with our
Pre Purchase
Package Deal

PACKAGE DEALS
Proudly Sponsored by

Showmen’s Guild of Australasia

NB: Additional ride tickets available with these package deals - 8 rides for $24

PACKAGE DEALS AVAILABLE FROM
1ST - 30TH JUNE ONLY

•The First 5,000 Tickets Sold Receive a
Sample Bag\Discount Vouchers & also go
into the Draw to Win $1,000 Managed Fund

FAMILY
(2 Adults, 3 Children 12yrs & under)

ADULTS

STUDENTS / AGED
PENSIONERS
CHILD (5 - 12yrs)

$54 - Includes entry to Show, Final Night Concert
for 2 Adults & 8 ride tickets.
$36 - Includes entry to Show, Final Night Concert
for 1 Adult & 8 ride tickets.
$34 - Includes entry to Show, Final Night Concert
for 1 Student & 8 ride tickets.
$30 - Includes entry to Show, & 8 ride tickets.
(final night concert not included)

49
10

52
07

1Tickets
available at:

That’s where you go!* To approved customers. The minimum package cost for customers who remain connected to Pocket Saver 15+ for 24 continuous months is Nokia
5110i $396 (includes new connection fee and 24 months’ access fees and GST) plus call charges. An Early Termination Charge applies. While stocks last.
Not available with other Telstra MobileNet offers. Limit 3 per customer (except SA). No trade sales. ID required. Offer expires 8/6/01. 25

80

$0 ON
FLEXI-PLAN 

15+

PLUS FREE ACCESSORIES

THE BEST PLACE TO GET MOBILE

TOP BRAND!
AFFORDABLE PRICE!
E 2186 *

Cnr Kings Road & Woolcock St,
TOWNSVILLE  Ph: 4772 5722

Over 200 outlets throughout Australia and New Zealand 


