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Eco-park interest
By DANNY MORTISON

BIRD LIFE . . . the Cromarty Wetlands

TOWNSVILLE may be the gateway to a
world eco-tourism feature at the Cromarty
Wetlands following a visit by Federal En-
vironmentMinisterDavidKempyesterday.
Dr Kemp said he could envisage funding

for a multi-million dollar project which
would see local and overseas researchers
looking for micro-organisms from the
CromartyWetlands to feature inmajor sci-
ence projects for years to come.
Yesterday morning the Minister was

shown the wetlands described by the pre-
vious minister as the Kakadu of North
Queensland because of its sheer diversity.
‘‘Cromarty is very important because it’s

a major breeding area for key animal
species, particularly bird life. It is one of the
nurseries of the natural world and is also
part of an international network of
wetlands which receive migratory species
from the northern hemisphere,’’ he said.
‘‘We need to preserve this international

network, otherwise thewhole pattern of life
of migratory birds will be destroyed.’’
Dr Kemp said there was also growing

scientific interest in the micro-organisms
existing in wetland areas.
‘‘Townsville has got a very important

group of scientific organisations around it
and they have a high level of interest in
these wetlands and the level of micro-
organisms they contain.’’
DrKempsaid therehadbeensomedelays

in announcing funding because of bureau-
cratic interference but expected this could
be overcome soon.
The Cromarty Wetlands Foundation is

seeking Federal and State Government
funding to buy a total of 2400ha of wetland
and forest area in the hope of establishing
an eco-tourismcentre and amajor research
facility to be located on the Bruce Highway
just south of Townsville.
‘‘The valuation as I understand is about

$2.5 million and that should be shared by
the State and Federal Governments and
other supporting parties to the project. I
believe we are not far from bringing all of
this together and I would be hopeful a de-
cision could be taken in the not too distant
future,’’ he said.
A spokeswoman for Queensland En-

vironment Minister Dean Wells said both
parties were expected to meet in Brisbane
today where they would discuss Cromarty
and other matters.
Townsville Enterprise chief executive of-

ficer Richard Power welcomed the attitude
of the Ministers.
Mr Power said the Cromarty Wetlands

was a significant natural resource and
needed to be protected.

REOPENING . . . Environment Minister David Kemp at Reef HQ yesterday Photo: NED KELLY NK053117

Wonders of aquarium fascinate visitors once more
TOWNSVILLE’Spremiermarine tourism
facility reopens to the public today after a
$4.9 million refurbishment.
The refit, the first in theReefHQaquar-

ium’s 15-year history, has seen a major
change to the facility which was reopened
officially yesterday by Environment Min-
ister David Kemp.
Dr Kemp said the world’s largest living

coral reef aquarium could now entertain

and teach visitors from around the globe
about thewondersof theGreatBarrierReef.
‘‘The Great Barrier Reef is a national

icon and it is important to invest in facili-
ties like Reef HQ so that everyone can
gain a greater understanding and aware-
ness of the issues affecting it,’’ he said.
Dr Kemp said Cabinet this week had

discussed the reef and the need to protect
it. Many of the Reef HQ improvements,

including new multi-media exhibits,
interactive displays and improvements to
old favourites,mean that visitors can get a
closer look at the reef than before.

‘‘ReefHQhas served visitorswell for the
past 15 years, allowing them to see the reef
close up and I’m sure the new improved
Reef HQ will continue to educate and en-
tertain people from all around the world,’’
Dr Kemp said.

‘Reef unharmed’ by grounding of coal carrier
EARLY indications show there
has been little or no damage to
the Great Barrier Reef by the
Doric Chariot, 600km north of
Cairns.

Federal Environment Minis-
terDrDavidKempsaid yester-
day there had beenno environ-
mental damage from the
grounding of the 73,000-tonne
coal carrier on Piper’s Reef.

But he said the collision had
a potential for a major disaster
to one of the seven wonders of
the world.

‘‘There is a potential, de-
pending on the cargo, of ships
hitting the reef to cause very

significant damage to the reef

and we’ve just got to do every-

thing possible to minimise the

possibility there is to environ-

mentally damage the area due

to a collision.’’

Dr Kemp said as a result of
previous collisions, penalties
had been greatly increased.

‘‘Those penalties are now
over $1million,which shouldbe
a significant deterrent and I

am putting to ship owners and
crews that we want the highest
level of care from any ship that
is traversing the reef.
‘‘Clearly we are going to be

looking at the possibilities of
improving the technology for
monitoring ship movements
through the reef.’’
Dr Kemp said pilotage ser-

vices were continually under
review.
‘‘One of the troubling aspects

of this collision was that there
was a pilot on board the ship,
and yet it still occurred,’’ he
said.

— DANNY MORTISON

DaewooFreeCareRunout!

Key Motors Daewoo 241 Dalrymple Road Townsville

Phone 4727 7000 After Hours: Sya 0421 081 125

Hurry Daewoo’s FreeCare offer ends soon!

Fresh 07KM5096

Only Daewoo gives
you FreeCare, that’s

scheduled service for
3 years or 100,000

Kms including parts,
labour and oil!

 Lanos Limited Edition

$15,990
Driveaway!

 Alloy wheels  Air conditioning
 Sports dash  Upgraded CD
 Engine Immobiliser  Rear spoiler
 Power steering  5 speed manual
 Floor mats  Daewoo FreeCare

FROM
 Nubira Limited Edition

$21,990
Driveaway!

 2.0L  Power steering  Woodgrain
 Leather trim  Power windows & mirrors 
 Remote central locks  Floor mats
 Engine immobiliser  CD player
 5 speed manual  Daewoo FreeCare

 Daewoo Matiz Hatch

$13,490
Driveaway!

 Engine immobiliser
 Dual airbags  CD player
 Air conditioning
 5 speed manual
 Daewoo FreeCare

FREE
DVD

PLAYER


