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Run-off playing havoc
with barrier reef coral

By OLIVIA KATTER

INFORMATIVE . . . Dr Katharina Fabricius
with a poster on herbook on corals and
sea fans Photo: STEWART McLEAN SM015A23

LOSS of biodiversity
along the Great Bar-
rier Reef has been
attributed to turbid
water and land run-off
among in-shore coral
groups.

Australian Institute
of Marine Science Re-
search Scientist Dr
Katharina Fabricius
said the turbidity
played a major role in
the loss of soft corals
and sea fans, other-
w i s e k n o w n a s
octocorals.

The announcement
was made at the joint
conference of the
Australian Marine
Science Association
and New Zealand
Marine Science So-
ciety, in Townsville
last week.

DrFabricius said the
research, conducted
over three years,
suggested ‘‘turbidity-
tolerant corals may be
replacing the less tol-
erant corals’’.

The research was
based on reef surveys
assessing 361 sites on
161 reefs along the
Great Barrier Reef.

Most soft corals con-
tain symbiotic algae in
their tissue which de-
pend on light to con-
vert carbon dioxide
into sugars and thus
supply the soft corals
with energy.

The land run-off
and turbidity is re-
sponsible for this de-
crease in the amount
light reaching the
octocorals.

According to Dr
Fabricius, the land
run-off problems are
occurr ing mainly
north of Townsville,
where the problemhas
been linked to the ef-
fluent from banana
and sugarcane plan-
tations.

Dr Fabricius said
this turbidity was also
predominant around

coastal regions near
Gladstone , Rock-
hampton and the
Whitsundays.

The presentation of
this research coincides
with the release of Dr
Fabricius’s book Soft
Corals and Sea Fans,
the first field guide to
fully cover the subject
of this particular mar-
ine life.

Tales of Groper Creek
I’M sitting listening to
good old Frank singing
New York, New York.
Well, perhaps a local
s i n g e r (w i t h l i n e
dancers) should do our
own version and call it
Groper Creek, Groper
Creek. Words like ‘‘I
want to wake up in a
city that loves to fish."
This metropolis is mov-
ing ahead like you
would not believe. They
even had their own flag
raising ceremony last
weekend and it was a
huge success. The flag-
pole sadly was used for
the barbie straight
after (joking . . . I think).
My mates at Groper
Creek have their own
Centenary of Feder-
ation celebrations too,
you know. For instance,
we in Townsville will
have a big colourful
Tattoo. So will Groper
Creek. Theirs is a little
different though. It’s
Bill the fisho showing
off his rose and sword
tattoo in the park. We
haveFireAndWater, so
has Groper. Also a little
different — it’s a barbie
outside the general
store and a hose. We
have theGrandParade,
Groper Creek has the
blokes coming home
from a day’s crabbing
with an empty esky and
trying to find which
fishing hut is theirs.

❏ ❏ ❏

OK, I’m tired too! Yes, I
stayed up with the zinc
across my nose (all of
SunMetals’ supplies for
a month) cheering our
Pat Rafter. Sorry to my
neighbours, I became a
little silly during the
three game points. I
don’t think I swore —
unlike the Aussies at
centre court, I bet.Fair
dinkum, when Pat
missedoneofhis serves,
I was expecting the
little round green thing
to hit my window. I still
remember the qualifier
we had for the Davis
Cup here at our Enter-
tainment Centre. We
have been fortunate in
national and internat-
ional sport in our great
cities, but let’s not leave
it there. We should ask
Doug Kingston to put a
presentation in for the
Olympics. We’d over-

come Beijing, surely!

❏ ❏ ❏
I CAN’T believe all this

smoke. By the time you

get home fromwork, it’s

as if you’ve spent the

whole time in aFlinders

East disco!

❏ ❏ ❏
I HAVE a confession.
Up until last Sunday I

had not actually driven

a jet ski. Yes, those

amazing sea craft full of

noise, fun and incred-

ible speed that seem to

be breeding in the

water. There are so

many of them, perhaps

we should ask the in-

credible walking polyp
from AIMS, Peter

Isdale, to study themat-

ing habits of jet skis.

Sunday was calmer

than the mall fountain

and the day worth a

million kilos of prawns.

After working with

good old Crusty, Lorna

and Steve from Magn-

etical Isle, we took off to
Horseshoe, then to Five

Beach Bay. I may have

been to the back of the

island many times, but

it’s a new adventure

each time. We are so

lucky. Now what to do

about the jetty? Mary

Vernon has a competit-

ion for ideas on what to

do with the jetty. We
have to watch the

pollies in case they nick

it and use it as the

bridge over the Ross to

the new hospital.

❏ ❏ ❏
ON the subject of great

music, don’t miss the

Australian Festival of

Chamber Music finale

at St James at 11.30 on
Sunday.

Pricey takes on role of Mr Fix-it
HANDY . . .
TORGAS
chairman Mick
Serrurier, left,
with Steve Price
at the launch of
community
service program,
Pricey Will Fix It,
at the National
Trust of
Queensland’s
Heritage Centre
Photo: LORI NEILSEN
LN023039

A COMMUNITY ser-
vice entitled Pricey
W i l l F i x I t w a s
launched yesterday at
Townsville’s Castling
Street Heritage Centre.
Townsville Bulletin
columnist and radio
announcer Steve Price
is calling for sugges-
tions from the public
about community pro-
jects that will benefit
people in Townsville
and Thuringowa but
which are beyond the
physical or financial
resources of the usual
volunteer groups.
Once projects are
selected, a plea will go
out to suppliers for the
necessary materials
and the work will be
performed on a volun-
tary basis by TORGAS
apprentices and train-
ees. The program’s
first project will be the
repair of fencing and

construction of two
gates at the Castling
S t r e e t H e r i t a g e
Centre, which is a
group of h i s tor i c
homes cared for by
m em b e r s o f t h e

Townsville branch of
the National Trust of
Queensland.
Heritage Centre
spokeswoman Joan
Halsall said the pro-
gram illustrated the

strong community
spirit in the twin cities.
‘‘Our group is made
up of mostly older peo-
ple andwehave limited
resources to maintain
the centre,’’ she said.

‘‘It is very touching to
have these young peo-
ple volunteering their
time and talents to
help preserve an im-
portant slice of North
Queensland’s history.’’
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