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Farmers
blamed
for reef
pollution

By JOANNA MATHER

Robert Hill

CONSERVATION-
ISTS have called for a
tighter rein on farmers
following the release of
a report confirming in-
shore coral reefs are be-
ing destroyed by mass-
ive loads of land-based
pollution.

The report, released
by Environment Minis-
ter Robert Hill yester-
day, reveals massive in-
creases in sediment and
chemical run-off on to
the Great Barrier Reef
over the past 150 years.

It says the World
Heritage-listed wilder-
ness is experiencing the
type of pollutant pat-
terns that have led to
the collapse of reef sys-
tems worldwide.

Sediment loading in
some catchments ad-
jacent to the reef has
increased by up to 900
per cent since 1850 and
nitrogen run-off has
risen by 200-400 per
cent, the report said.

Even more concern-
ing was ‘‘the fact that
almost all pollution
loads are increasing an-
nually and showing no
sign of abatement’’.

‘‘These sediments

have been demon-
strated to seriously im-
pact on the health and
reproductive capacity
of the corals, seagrasses
and fauna of the in-
shore reefal areas,’’ the
report said.

Sediment export and
total phosphorous ex-
port are classified as
high risk in the Burde-
kin River catchment,
and in the Herbert
River catchment nitro-
gen exports are at a
high risk level.

Compi led by the
Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
(GBRMPA), the report
recommends 10-year
pollution targets for all
26 catchments along-

side the reef. TheWorld
Wide Fund for Nature
welcomed the targets
but said they would fall
well short of restoring
the reef to pristine con-
dition. It wanted farm-
ing regulated under en-
vironment legislation,
tighter restrictions on
farm chemicals and a
moratorium on land
clearing.

GBRMPA chair -
w om a n V i r g i n i a
Chadwick said no single
sector or group was be-
ing blamed.

She said of major
concern was the fact
heavy metals had been
found in the tissue of
dead seamammals such
as dugongs. The report
was a ‘‘wake-up call’’.

Senator Hill said the
Queensland Govern-
ment needed to take ac-
tion to ensure the pol-
lution targets weremet.

North Queensland
Conservation Council
co-ordinator Nicky
Hungerford said the
figures were astound-
ing. ‘‘What it’s saying is
that our reef is dying
and we need action
from both governments
right now.’’

GOING UP . . . John Woods and Marlene Parison help Toni Kirkpatrick hoist the flag
Photo: NED KELLY NK111A03

Sweet sight for Burdekin
By CRAIG BAXTER

COCK-A-HOOP Burdekin
Mayor JohnWoods has wasted
no time in making ‘‘losing’’
counterpart Tony Mooney pay
up following the Roosters’ win
over Centrals in the Townsville
and District Rugby League
grand final on Sunday.

By early yesterday afternoon
the flag of the Burdekin Shire
Council was flying at full mast
outside the Townsville City
Council chambers in Walker
Street, in accordance with the
terms of a bet struck by the two
mayors at last week’s Local
Government Association Con-
ference.

With Cr Mooney absent at
another appointment yester-
day, Cr Woods and fellow
Burdekin councillor Marlene
Parison watched, with no little
relish, as Townsville City coun-
cillor Toni Kirkpatrick hoisted
the sugar district’s light blue
standard.

Cr Woods, who made a point
of bringing the flag with him
yesterday when he travelled to
Townsville on ‘‘other business’’,
said he was unsure as to how
long it would remain flying.

‘‘I suggested it shouldbeaday
for every point we won (or lost)
by, that’s how confident I was,
Cr Woods said.

‘‘And we won by 11 points.

‘‘I’m offering Tony (Mooney)
an opportunity to get his own
back this week with the final of
the rugby union.

‘‘I think we’ll win that as
well.’’

Cr Woods said he was ‘‘defi-
nitely not’’ a betting man, but
‘‘a little bit of inter-local gov-
ernment rivalry is always
good’’.

Cr Kirkpatrick said she was
no football fan, but fair was
fair.

‘‘If the bet was made, you’ve
got to honour it.

‘‘And it’s a very attractive
flag, I’ve got to say,’’ Cr
Kirkpatrick said.

ABC wants more input from regional communities
By JOANNA MATHER

NEW IDEA . . . Lucy Broad, head of Network
Scheduling ABC Photo: SCOTT RADFORD-CHISHOLM SR111051

REGIONAL communities
will be invited to make an
unprecedented level of con-
tribution to ABC radio con-
tent under a new initiative
announced in Townsville.

Plans for a $750,000 pro-
duction fund to tap into re-
gional talent were unveiled
at yesterday’s sitting of the
Sustainable Economic
Growth for Regional Aus-
tralia Conference.

In a first for the national
broadcaster, a fund had
been established to develop
program ideas submitted by

people living outside capital
cities, ABC Radio head of
network scheduling Lucy
Broad announced.
She said contributions

funded by the Radio Re-
gional Production Fund
m i g h t i n c l u d e
documentaries, music pro-
grams, recordings of music,
theatre or drama perform-
ances, discussion and de-
bate programs and pieces
from writers and poets.
The programs would be

broadcast on the ABC’s five
domestic radio networks —
Local Radio, ABC Classic
FM, ABC News Radio,

Triple J and Radio National
— and the ABC’s internat-
ional network Radio Aus-
tralia. Ms Broad said while
ABC staff had long known
that a wealth of talent
existed in regional Aus-
tralia, it was difficult to tap.
‘‘This is the first time

we’ve ever had anything like
this,’’ she said outside the
conference.
‘‘I think it’s important to

recognise that the quality
arts, the talented writers
and poets and the amazing
ideas don’t just sit in capital
cities.’’
Ms Broad said the Radio

Regional Production Fund
was part of an expansion of
regional radio services by
the ABC.
The broadcaster plans to

roll out 50 new program-
making positions across 32
regional stations around the
country. In Townsville, two
people will be employed to
produce a weekday after-
noon drive program.
For information about the

Radio Regional Production
Fund contact ABC local
radio stations, ABC shops
and centres on the ABC
website at abc.net.au/
radio.htm

Aircraft wreckage recovered
From Page One

‘‘We’re fairly confident we’ve found
what obviously is thewreckage of the
plane. It’s a Cessna 206 and it’s been
in the water for the right amount of
time,’’ Inspector Mackenzie said.
He said the crash sitewas 5.2 nauti-

cal miles south-west of Sweers
Island.
The plane, which took off from

Mornington Island for the 240km
flight to Normanton, tracked to
Bentinck and Sweers islands before
heading directly for the mainland,
Inspector Mackenzie said.

He said that because it was a single
engine aircraft it would have stayed
close to islands with airstrips rather
than fly a straight line over open
ocean.

He said at some stage the pilot,
battling stormy conditions, had di-
verted from Normanton to Burke-
town which was closer.

‘‘The actual point he diverted was
never known,’’ Inspector Mackenzie
said.

Hesaid itwaspossible that over the
next two weeks divers would check
for human remains.


