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‘Scam not criminal’

LUCKY SAVE . . . Marjorie Gough narrowly avoided losing money to a suspected scam

Canadian police say no
charges for corporation

By JACQUELINE LANE

A CANADIAN company
that targeted several
Townsville residents in a
suspected scam did not
commit a criminal offence,
according to Canadian
police.

C o n s t a b l e S y l v a i n
L’Heureux, of the commer-
cial crimes section of
Montreal’s Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, said the
government body Industry
Canada was now looking
into the case.

Industry Canada is a gov-
ernment agency which
oversees telemarketing op-
erations under Canada’s
Competition Act.

In November an 87-year-
old Mundingburra woman
almost lost her cash to the
company, posting nearly
$2000 to the Alexis Corpor-
ation after being told she
could win prizes including a
Toyota Corolla.

Marjorie Gough was ad-
vised to send $US1000
($1988.98) to the corpor-
ation’s address in Montreal,
Canada, to claim her prize.

But the envelope contain-
ing the cheque was inter-

cepted before it was sent to
Canada after an alert
neighbour contacted postal
authorities in Townsville.

Several other residents
were also phoned by the
company.

Constable L’Heureux said
the alleged actions of the
Alexis Corporation, which
also operated under the
name SMJ, would be a
breach of Canada’s Com-
petition Act rather than a
criminal offence.

The Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, Interpol
and the Australian Federal
Police had intercepted 21
envelopes from people who
had fallen for the scam and
sent money over a period of
two months.

He said the envelopes
were all sent back to the vic-
tims. Thirteen were from
Australia and eight from
New Zealand.

‘‘Investigations are con-
tinuing and we have reason
to believe that Alexis Cor-
poration is an extension of
the company SMJ,’’ he said.

Constable L’Heureux said
SMJ had since shut down
and police believed the op-

erations had been trans-
ferred to the Alexis Corpor-
ation. The person in charge
of Alexis Corporation was a
former employee of SMJ.

Because SMJ no longer
existed, the file on SMJ was
closed, he said. Constable
L’Heureux said all in-
coming information re-

garding Alexis was trans-
ferred to Industry Canada
and if the Australian public
had any complaints regard-
ing telemarketing, they

should be reported to fed-
eral police who would notify
t h e R o y a l C a n a d i a n
Mounted Police.
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Revealing what lies beneath the sea

INSIGHT . . . Townsville scientist Dr
Eric Wolanski with his book

By TONY RAGGATT

THE latest science on understanding the
complex processes at work on coral reefs
has been encapsulated in a new book
edited by a Townsville scientist.

Called Oceanographic Processes of
Coral Reefs edited by marine scientist Dr
Eric Wolanski, the book and accompany-
ing CD-ROM sets out to define the forces
which shape our own Great Barrier Reef.

Dr Wolanski, a senior principal re-
search scientist at the Australian Insti-
tute of Marine Science, said yesterday he
hoped the book would be understood by
the layman as well as marine science
students and researchers.

Much of the science was explained
through CD-ROM graphics and compu-
ter visuals.

‘‘The aim of the book was to put
together the latest science by the best
scientists in their field on understanding
the basic processes which control the
Great Barrier Reef,’’ he said.

Dr Wolanski said the message in the
book was that the reef had to be managed
as part of a wider ecosystem in which
many of its species migrated between the

reef and coast. ‘‘The new view of the
ecosystem is that it is governed very
much by migration,’’ he said.

‘‘A lot of species of crabs and fish mi-
grate at different stages of life between
the reef, mangroves and very shallow
waters in the bays.

‘‘Just like the Serengeti in Africa, we
have got to manage an entire ecosystem.’’

The book tackles contentious issues
such as the effect of sediment and nutri-
ent run-off from the land, the impact of
trawling on migration and the conse-
quences for reefs of global warming.

Dr Wolanski said the data in the book
showed humans had a significant impact
on mangroves and on coastal waters
mainly because of increased soil erosion
and increased flows of nutrients coming
from farm lands.

‘‘This is precisely why we need more
research so we are better able to manage
and plan for what we are going to leave
for our children.’’

The book, retailing for $US99.95 ($189),
is available through US publisher CRC
Press, which can be found on the net:
www.crcpress.com

Rule book for the reef
GREAT Barrier Reef tourism operators have a
new resource to help establish and maintain suc-
cessful businesses, while protecting one of Aus-
tralia’s greatest natural assets.

The Tourism Operators’ Handbook — launched
by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
— is the first publication to contain all the rules
and regulations of operating on the reef.

GBRMPA chairwoman Virginia Chadwick said
the authority had listened to its stakeholders and
responded to tourism operators’ needs for com-
prehensive, succinct and accurate information
about operating on the Great Barrier Reef.

Man hurt
A MAN was flown from
Magnetic Island early
yesterday following a
single-vehicle accident
on Marine Parade.

A Queensland Ambu-
lance Service spokes-
man said the 20-year-
o l d m a n r e c e i v e d
suspected spinal injur-
ies in the accident,
which happened shortly
after 1am.

HUGE CLEARANCE SALE
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158-162 Duckworth Street, Garbutt Phone 4725 6800

• Power tools • Hand tools
• Engines • Generators 

• Compressors
• Construction Equipment

plus many more products on display

SATURDAY MORNING ONLY 8AM TILL 12.30PM
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5Hervey Range Rd, Kirwan

Phone: 4773 6699

Brothers
Leagues Club

LUNCH
SPECIALS
HHoott RRooaasstt RRoollllss .. .. .. .. $$22..5500
SStteeaakk SSaannddwwiicchh .. .. .. $$33..0000
BBaaccoonn && EEgggg RRoollll .. .. $$44..5500
and a FREE Pot of
Midstrength


