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Oz Lotto draw 412 winning numbers: 35,
41, 34, 32, 6, 17. Supps: 9, 13. Division 1
prize pool $1,117,195.29.
*All Div 1 dividends provisional for two weeks after draw.
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Bully News Tips
Work hours:    47 224400
After hours:    47 224440

Fax: 47 211423

Email: bullytips@nqn.newsltd.com.au 

Phone:

SHIPPING
Arrivals: The Pacific Falcon, Adsteam, is due to
arrive in berth A/3 at 2pm to unload general cargo
and load metals.
Departures: The Shanghai, Barwil, is due to
depart berth 1 at 7am after unloading fuels.

Family’s plea
for jailed son

DEPORTATION BATTLE . . . Bella Marshall and her
cousin Albert Abdul-Rahman are fighting for her
imprisoned son Rakwa Geno (inset) to be allowed to
stay in Australia on his release Main photo: NED KELLY NK282017

By KYLIE STOCKDALE

A PAPUA New Guinean family is
sweating on an ImmigrationDepart-
ment decision onwhether their loved
one can stay with them in Australia
when he is released from a Towns-
ville jail this month.
Time is running out for the family

because in less than three weeks
Rakwa Geno, 23, is likely to be par-
oled, then deported to Papua New
Guinea.
Albert Abdul-Rahman, whom

Geno calls Uncle Albert, said yester-
day that to deport Geno and strip
him from his family, including his
four-year-old daughter, would be like
handing him another jail sentence.
He said Geno had served his time

and should be given a second chance
in life.
He said Geno would have little

family support inPapuaNewGuinea
and would be further disadvantaged
by the country’s many political and
social problems.
Geno had his visa cancelled while

serving aprison sentence for robbery
with violence in company.
He pleaded guilty to the charge on

October 17, 2000, and was sentenced
to two years jail.
His family says Geno was never

given the chance to oppose the visa
cancellation, to argue why he should
be al lowed to stay in
Australia.

They said he was sent in-
formation to allow him to
argue his case to the Immi-
grationDepartment but the
documents were lost at the
jail for several months be-
foreGeno received them.By
the time he was given the
information, the deadline
for his submission had
passed.

Mr Abdul-Rahman said
he had then pleaded with
Immigration Minister
Philip Ruddock to overturn the can-
cellation. He was told to contact
someone from his department.

The family did this and was told to
send all documentation which
claimed Geno was not given an ad-
equate chance to oppose his visa
cancellation.

His mother, Bella Marshall, sent
the information to Canberra via
registered mail in November. Aus-
tralia Post records show the package
was collected onNovember 5. ButMs

Marshall said she had since con-
tacted the Immigration Department
and was told the documents were
never received.

She said she and her son were
stressed because they feared the de-
partment would not make a decision
to overturn the visa cancellation be-
fore Geno’s release on January 25.

An Immigration Department
spokesman said the department was
unable to discuss individual cases.

He said non-Australian citizens

who were convicted of a crime could
have their visas reviewed on charac-
ter grounds.

He said if that occurred, the person
would be invited to comment on why
their visa should not be cancelled.

A decision would then be made.

He saidapersoncouldappeal a visa
cancellation but it had to be initiated
within a set time.

A prisoner with a cancelled visa
would be removed from Australia on
release from jail, he said.

Heatwave
a major
threat to
the reef

From Page 1

The worst bleaching
event in the Great Bar-
rierReef’s recorded his-
tory occurred in early
1998, when extensive
coral mortality was re-
ported in the inner half
of the reef.

Mr Marshall said the
hot and still weather
conditions thathadpre-
vailed over Queensland
during the past month
had caused water tem-
peratures to increase
sooner and to higher
levels thannormally oc-
curs in the reef.

Mr Marshall said
daily sea temperatures
were monitored by a
network of weather
stations managed by
AIMS and GBRMPA.

He said recent data
showed that average
water temperatures at
Cleveland Bay, Davies
Reef, Myrmidon Reef
andAgincourtReefhad
already exceeded the
average seasonal maxi-
mum, normally not
reached unti l late
January.

GBRMPA chairman
Virginia Chadwick said
GBRMPA had been
liaising with reef users,
and unfortunately
there were early indi-
cators that bleaching
might be starting to
happen in some areas.

‘‘GBRMPA is closely
monitoring conditions
to determine if a major
bleaching event will oc-
cur,’’ Ms Chadwick said.

All cashed up,
nowhere to go

From Page 1

Mrs Smith said the Housing De-
partment told her they had three-
bedroomhouseswhichwerenot suit-
able.

Mrs Smith said private rental
agencies she approached told her she
could not afford to live in their
houses or had none available.

She said she believed she had been
refused because of her colour.

Townsville area manager for the
Department of Housing Mike Mutze
did not doubt private agencies had
discriminated against her.

He said the department always
helpedwhere it could but therewas a
shortage of four-bedroom houses
and there was a list of 1000 people
waiting for public housing.

‘‘We are always here to help if we
can,’’ Mr Mutze said.

‘‘There is a waiting list but the
length of wait depends on what area
of town someone wants to go to.

‘‘We’ve got in excess of 1000 people
on our waiting list.’’

Delay in
naming
fire dead
A WOMAN and a child
found dead following a
fire in a Hyde Park unit
last month have yet to
be officially identified
by police.

A Townsville CIB
spokesman said yester-
day police were waiting
on DNA evidence until
formally identifying the
two victims of the Dec-
ember 2 fire.

The bodies of the
woman, believed to be
35, and a one-year-old
child, were found in the
charred ruins of the
family’s Townsville unit
after a blaze engulfed a
bedroom.

The fire was con-
tained to an upstairs
bedroom, but the pair
were dead when fire-
fighters arrived at the
Bayswater Terrace
unit.

— BETTINA GIARDINA

Kitchen staffers green around the grills

SICK . . . staff are treated by paramedics SR282028

KITCHEN staff at a city res-
taurant were last night over-
come by amystery substance
in the kitchen.

Four members of the
kitchen staff ofWinston’s on
the Water were treated by
ambulance officers on the
footpath outside the res-
taurant as Queensland Fire
and Rescue Authority crew
members attempted to find
the cause of the problem.

Winston’s owner Mick
Churchill said four of the
kitchen staff complained of
burning eyes and nausea
from fumes which appeared

to be blowing in from a fresh

air blower.

QFRA officers discovered

an area aroundMetro Quays

had been sprayed for ter-

mites yesterday and spent

several hours attempting to

contact the spray contrac-

tors who did the job.

Four staff members of

Winston’s were treated on

the spot.

Mr Churchill said four cus-

tomers in the restaurant and

four outside were not affec-

ted by the fumes.

— DANNY MORTISON

Remote chance of
cyclone developing
THERE is now little chance a
low pressure system in the cen-
tral Coral Sea could turn into a
tropical cyclone. The Bureau of
Meteorology in Brisbane yes-
terday reported in a tropical
cyclone outlook at 2.30pm there
were no significant tropical dis-
turbances in the Coral Sea,
‘‘and the potential for a tropical
cyclone to develop in the next 72
hours is low.’’

Reporter settles with Seven
LAWYERS for a television re-

porter sacked for allegedly mak-

ing comments to Ian Thorpe

about his large feet yesterday

reached a confidential resolution

with Channel Seven in her un-

fair dismissal case.

Former Channel Seven re-

porter Nikki Voss, 29, was sent to

interview the world champion

swimmer in a hotel room on the

Gold Coast onNovember 23 for a

story about his business inter-

ests. Before the interview, Voss

allegedly joked about his size 17

feet. The swimmer allegedly took

offence at the comment and his

management protested to Seven

executives.

Lawyers for Voss and the

Seven Network yesterday came

to a confidential resolution after

a conference before conciliator

Robert Bougoure in the Aust-

ralian Industrial Relations Com-

mission in Brisbane.

OVERHEATING?

BAYSWATER ROAD

RADIATORS

Phone

4725 1173
369 Bayswater Road, Garbutt. Fax (077) 4725 1600
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BUSHLAND BEACH -
DEERAGUN Services
Monday to Friday
Departs Bushland Beach,
Deeragun, Bohle to
Willows, Stockland &
City and return.

For NEW Timetable
Info Freecall

1800 351 225


