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OR many of us lucky enough to live so close to the Great The Queehlund population of Ioggerhead turtles is on a fast
Barrier Reef we often take it for granted. track to extinction with a 90% dedli nnual number of
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from a wide variety of human and natural In 2001, the Australian
impacts. recently required the compulsory use of turtle excuder
In this series of articles we hope to bring devices (TEDs) for trawlers. It is hoped that this Will.reduce
you useful information about the Great the number of marine turtles that used to get caught in
Barrier Reef, it’s geography, history ang trawl nets each year. =
« biodiversity. Dugongs are also in trouble with a 90% decline in
The Great Barrier Reef belongs to ¢ dugong numbers south of Cooktown since the 1960s.
us and therefore;.it’s up to us fo kee Dangerous organo-chlorine pesticide residues
great. been found in dugongs. In response to the de
The “Great Barrier Reef covers more dugong numbers, a world’s first system of D
than 348,000sq km; that’s larger than Er tection Areas was established in-1998.
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Everyone can do a bit'and you should encour!;e e\}'@'r_yon#
in your home to.help keep it great. 7
To improve the quality of water reaching the reef do not put
chemicals down the df@in, keep drains and gutters clear. =
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with you after a visit to the reef to help keep it pristine.
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