By DANNY MORTISON

FEDERAL Environ
ment Minister David
Kemp has urged inter-
ested parties in the pro-
posed new Great Bar-
rier Reef Marine Park
zonings to lodge sub-
missions by next
Wednesday.

Dr Kemp said the
Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
was important because
it provided a co-
ordinated view of the
environmental and
world heritage values of
the reef.

GBRMPA will make
recommendations to
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rezone areas of the
marine park, with some
to be classified as no-
take zones.

‘“I have given
GBRMPA very clear in-
structions that this
community consul-
tation process on the
representative areas is
to be carried out in a
way that it involves all
the communities and
affected interests along
the reef,” he said.

‘““I believe the
GBRMPA is doing a
very good job in con-
sulting in relation to the
representative areas.

“August 7 will mark
when the first phase of
the consultations will be
completed.

“My aim in this is to
ensure that the rep-
resentative areas are
established in a way
which recognises the
legitimate recreational
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and commercial com-
munity interests which
depend on the reef.

“I believe that is poss-
ible. There is a lot of
flexibility in how the
boundaries of the rep-
resentative areas are to
be drawn and we will be
seeking to draw those
boundaries in a way
which protects legit-
imate interests.

“It is very important
that the reef be put on a
sustainable basis.”

Member for Dawson
De-Anne Kelly urged
North Queenslanders
to make their views
known before time ran
out.



