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Guardians of the reef

HOT TOPIC . . . Ignatius Park’s Chris Miegle, Jye Lovell, Matthew Keating and Chris Norton
give a presentation on preserving the marine environment Photo: STEWART McLEAN SM374C01

By OLIVIA KATTER

THE potential damage from
fishing, oil exploration and
pollution on theGreat Barrier
Reef were canvassed at the
combined schools Future
Leaders Congress on Thursday.
Great Barrier Reef Marine

Park Authority education
manager Angela Colliver said
the Future Leaders Congress
was the first of its kind in
Townsville.
The congress formed part of

Seaweek celebrations, with 54
students from12 schools in the
region delivering presen-
tations on their ideas and con-
cerns about natural resources.
After the presentations the

students compiled a charter of
their beliefs, commitment to
action and visions for future
action.
Concerns about drilling on

the reef were a hot topic, with
several schools discussing the
issue in their presentations.
Sunfish North Queensland

chairman Vern Veitch said it
was important the children be
conscious of the threat of oil
drilling.

‘‘Oil drilling is the biggest
risk at the moment,’’ he said.

Year 10 student Matthew
Keating said that he and his

team from Ignatius Park Col-
lege believed the drilling on
the reefwas amajor issue that
should be addressed.

The students used a variety
of slides, posters and photos to
assist in their presentations,
with Hermit Park State

School staging an entertain-
ing role play on the life of rub-
bish and oil and their impact
on the reef.

Ms Colliver said she was
‘‘blown away’’ by the level of
excellence displayed at the
forum.

No blame laid for fire damage to powerlines
GRAZIERS around Julia
Creek are breathing a sigh of
relief after Ergon Energy’s an-
nouncement it is unable to
blame anyone over the loss of
equipment inpre-summer fires.

AnErgonspokesmansaid the
electricity supply company lost
13 power poles and several kilo-
metres of line in the pre wet-
season fires which traditionally
swept through the country.

Ergon announced in Novem-
ber it wanted to hold graziers

accountable for setting fires
which caused damage to poles
and wires. ‘‘We have not man-
aged to lay direct blame for any
of the damage to our equip-
ment which cost around $30,000
to replace,’’ he said.

‘‘Our inspectors checked a
number of graziers in the Julia
Creek area and all had permits
to burn off from the Rural Fire
Brigade and there was nothing
we could legally do.’’

The spokesman said the fires

last year caused severe incon-
venience with many customers
in the Julia Creek region.

‘‘Sometimes a fire may burn
equipment in one area and re-
sult in a loss of power to many
other customers for around
50km up the track.’’

The spokesman said Ergon
would organise meetings with
graziers before they set spring
or summer fires this season, in
a bid to minimise any interrup-
tions in the grid.

Whiskers point to trouble
IF your goldfish has whiskers, it may well be an
illegal koi carp. Queensland’s Department of Pri-
mary Industries raised the alarm yesterday about
possible trade in noxious fish after the discovery
of koi carp, being marketed as Shubunkin gold-
fish, in a Cairns petshop. The brightly coloured
fish are banned in Queensland because they can
takeoverwaterways, killingoffnative species.DPI
district manager Bob Kosh said a case was being
mounted against the shop after a biologist noticed
carp in a friend’s home aquarium at Atherton.

Advertisement

GIVE YOUR COMMUNITY
THE VOICE IT DESERVES

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Active residents interested in ensuring
their community has a say in State
Government are being sought by the
Liberal Party of Australia's Queensland
Division to represent the Party at the next
State Election.

Those interested should forward a copy
of their resume detailing their local
community involvement and work history
to the State Director, Liberal Party of
Australia, Qld Division, PO Box 216
Lutwyche 4030.

All expressions of interest will be kept
confidential.

For more information phone the State
Director on (07) 3252 1316 or Peg
Holborn on (07) 4779 4219.
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QXLSS0044. CONDITIONS: Advance purchase Min/Max stay Limited availability Payment conditions Airfares
non-refundable/non-transferable and changes not permitted Ask for more details on these conditions. Operated by Sunstate
Airlines (Qld) Pty Ltd ABN 82 009 734 703 as QantasLink. Internet address:qantas.com

EasterSeatSale

QantasLink has a range of great airfares for travel from Easter Saturday. You can fly from Townsville
to Cairns or Mackay for just $199.10 return and to Rockhampton for $259.60 return. But you’d
better hop to it, travel is between March 30 and April 14, 2002 and sale ends March 30, 2002.
Additional taxes/levies/charges apply. To book, see your licensed travel agent or call Qantas on 13 13 13.

Cairns

$199.10

return

Present this voucher for

$5OFF*
*Any adult hairdressing service

Available at all

Dollar Hair Salons
Monday to Friday to 5pm

Valid to Saturday 13 April 2002
*Not available with any other offer

Australian Red Cross and the Townsville Bulletin
acknowledge the valued support of the following
organisations, companies and individuals towards the
Red Cross Emergency Hospital Accommodation Centre
and Mobile Blood Collection Unit Fundraising Campaign

BENEFACTORS

SUPPORTERS

FRIENDS
• Roberts, Nehmer McKee • Tim Hanson • Ron Jones Builder
• Galloway & Lando • Markwell Demolitions • Roy Peterson

• Max Short • Eric and Penny Guazzo

Australian Red Cross
would also like to thank:

• Chapman Group of Companies • Fresh New Media
• Peter Johnstone Design and Drafting Service

• Queensland Corporate Communications Network
• Tunesville Drama & Music Studios

• Right Training
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