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Needles
point to
drug use

By DANNY MORTISON

TOWNSVILLE still has an
amphetamine problem but ad-
dicts at least are using fresh
needles, a health official says.

Manager of Townsville’s Al-
cohol, Tobacco andOtherDrugs
Service for Queensland Health
John Rallings said the latest
needle issue figures released by
Queensland Health indicated
thecontinueduseof illegal drugs
in the twin cities.

Mr Rallings said little had
changed in the North over the
past year despite a decrease in
the number of needles distrib-
uted in the Queensland Health
needle and syringe program
from 142,300 in 2000-01 to 130,250
in the 2001-02 year.

‘‘From statistics we have gath-
ered the predominant illegal in-
travenous drug used in Towns-
ville is amphetamines, thenmor-
phine and a little steroid use,’’ he
said. ‘‘There has not been any
major increase in any of these.’’

Mr Rallings said alcohol was
still the most abused drug in the
community and cannabis was
widely used.

He said many addicts were
able to accessmorphine through
inappropriate prescriptions.

‘‘They go ‘doctor shopping’,
claiming to be suffering from
chronic pain, but may do this
through a number of doctors.
Other areas of supply are the
black market or drugs stolen
from other areas and diverted
here,’’ he said.

Mr Rallings said he could not
give exact figures of the number
of addicts in the twin cities.

‘‘We know the figures about
the number of needles issued
and howmany people access our
program. Some people simply
decide they want to get off the
drugs, some because they find
themselves in trouble with the
law and some because of the
health consequences,’’ he said.

‘‘I do believe most people who
access us really want to break
the habit.’’

Mr Rallings said people with a
chronic habit may get 15 to 20
needles a week in the needle and
syringe programwhile some rec-
reational or weekend users may
take around five needles a week.

Competition encourages green thumbs

GIFT . . . public housing resident Merle Redfearn receives a plant from
Member for Thuringowa Anita Phillips Photo: STEWART MCLEAN NF SM022017

MANY public housing
tenants could develop a
green thumb over the
nextmonthwith the 2002
Garden Awards.
The Department of
Housing’s annual garden
competition is open to all
public housing tenants
who think their pot
plants or gardens are
worthy of the challenge.
Tenants Action Group
Townsville regional pres-
ident Margaret Blatchly
said 50 applicants had al-
ready entered the com-
petition.
Ms Blatchly said the
competition gave public
housing tenants an op-
portunity to develop
pride in their homes.
Awards and presen-
tationswill be held in late
September with a bus
tour of the prize winning
gardens set for a later
date. To apply, phoneMs
Blatchly on 4779 3549.

Snails a key to future pain relief
A CHEMICAL compound

found in the venom of

toxic Australian marine

snails could eventually

replace morphine in the

treatment of chronic pain,

Melbourne researchers

say.

ACV1 has been patent-

ed by University of Mel-

bourne scientists after be-

ing isolated from snails

found on the Great Bar-

rier Reef.

Researchers believe

ACV1 could pave the way

for a newera of treatment

for chronic pain associ-

ated with cancer, AIDS

and arthritis, without the

addiction and side effects

associatedwithmorphine.

Department of Bio-

chemistry and Molecular

Biology Associate Pro-

fessor Bruce Livett said

the research team was

now seeking a commercial

partner to begin human

trials and develop it as a

medical treatment.

‘‘One company already
ha s a d r u g f r om a
c o n e s h e l l t o x i n
(conotoxin) that has
reached the final stages of
human trials,’’ Professor
Livett said.

‘‘But when adminis-
tered to some patients it
has given unwanted side
effects that include raised
blood pressure.’’

The drug works by

blocking the peripheral
nervous system, respon-
sible for the transmission
of pain from cuts, broken
bones or internal injuries.
Professor Livett said
the global market for
drugs to treat chronic
pain was in excess of $1
billion.
While other competing
drugs needed to be in-
jected into the spinal
column,ACV1couldbe in-
jected into the muscle or
fat layer of patients.

THE 1000 WORDS.

N E W R A L L I A R T M A G N A

If ever there was a vehicle worthy of the words, it is the new Ralliart Magna. The first offspring of Mitsubishi Motors and Ralliart Australia, this car’s pedigree stretches nearly 40 years. From the hairpins
of Monte Carlo to the dunes of Dakar, Ralliart engineers have honed and tested their skills - and proven themselves time and again. Famous for their rally versions of Mitsubishi’s Lancer Evolution, the
Ralliart team was then asked to unleash the full performance potential of the Magna. With Ralliart Team Manager, Bob Riley and Rally Champion driver, Ed Ordynski on the development programme, the
new Ralliart Magna surpassed on all counts. The outcome made possible because the basic Mitsubishi Magna engine was so good - with a hi-flow cold air intake, its racing-style compact 4-valve
combustion chambers, centrally located spark plugs, well-shaped inlet and exhaust ports, Roller Rockers and baffled oil sump. First, the flow characteristics of the cylinder heads were improved, the
compression ratio was increased to 9.4:1 and a revised hi-lift camshaft added - meaning more air into the engine and corresponding increased performance. The engine ECU was then re-mapped, optimising
engine management for economy and performance. For the exhaust, the existing Magna low-restriction VR-X system was an excellent base - but stainless steel, hi-flow headers increased top-end power. 

Quite simply, the new Ralliart Magna is so tuned it’s philharmonic. And what a performance. The 3.5 litre, 24 valve V6 MPI engine delivers all of 180kW of raw power at 5500rpm - matched by an awesome
333Nm of torque at 4000rpm (providing one of the best power-to-weight ratios in its class). Put the pedal to the metal and the new manual Ralliart Magna will scorch to 100km/h in just 6.71 secs, and pass the
400-metre post in only 14.78 secs (top speed limited to 240km/h). And yet, the new Ralliart Magna uses regular unleaded fuel - and is actually the most fuel-efficient vehicle in its class. Of course, with plenty
of ‘go’ there has to be ‘whoa’. The Ralliart Magna’s brake system is as responsive, as it is reassuring. Up front, 294mm ventilated discs (with twin-piston calipers), 284mm rear ventilated discs, and pad area
increased by nearly 30% overall. Coupled with the car’s Electronic Brakeforce Distribution System (controlled by the ABS unit), the Ralliart Magna has superb braking stability, particularly while cornering. 

For handling, 4-wheel independent suspension, enhanced by Koni. Their struts and shocks are proven in world motor sports, and give the Ralliart Magna precise ride control. Front and rear anti-
sway bars (22mm front, 18mm rear) further heighten safety and agility. Of course, tyres are an integral part of any car’s handling. Consequently, Pirelli P6000s come as standard - fitted to newly
developed 17”x 7”JJ Enkei alloys. The specially baffled petrol tank, which allows sustained hard cornering without centrifugal force starving the engine of fuel, completes the awesome handling
package. The result is a firm, comfortable ride that engenders confidence for more spirited driving. A spirit that shows itself in the car’s handling, but lives in its transmission.

Automatic or manual, the adrenalin doesn’t rush - it surges. The INVECS-II ‘Smart Logic’ 5-speed auto-transmission, together with Mitsubishi’s highly acclaimed Traction and Trace Control, transfer
every last Newton metre to the bitumen. The automatic also features ‘Sports Mode’ sequential-style gear shifting, which precisely emulates the shift pattern of the manual. The five-speed manual
maintains its powerful traction by means of a torque sensing Limited Slip Differential - providing maximum traction in all conditions. This hi-performance LSD responds to the slightest throttle
fluctuation, allowing the driver to accelerate harder, especially out of tight corners. Along with the grippy Pirellis, it’s those corners where you’ll also notice the Ralliart Magna’s massive downforce.
Inspired by the Lancer Evolution’s World Rally Championship success, the new race body kit design bolts the car down at high speed. The aggressively styled front bumper has a large lower grille
opening to help cool the brakes and improve front-end downforce. Fluted ‘gills’ on either side of the front bumper, a replaceable splitter and dramatic side air dams further improve air management.
The extended rear air dam incorporates a large hexagonal-shaped chrome exhaust tip, while the rear twin-deck spoiler is specifically angled for optimum balance between downforce and drag. 

Internally, the Ralliart Magna’s sports-style seats provide excellent lateral lumber support and rigidity around the thighs for driver and passenger. The contoured seats are trimmed in red and black, as is
the tactile leather-wrapped MOMO steering wheel. Red also appears on the highly visible dash instrumentation. The dials use a red background to contrast with glowing white numerals and fluoro-orange
needles, while the tachometer bears the ‘Ralliart’ emblem. The centre console has a silver finish, but without doubt its main attraction is the audio system. The security-coded, 188 watt, 14-speaker Fujitsu
Ten “Eclipse” system boasts ear-piercing clarity and a 7-CD in-dash facility. Yet the whole system can be controlled by a credit card-sized remote unit. While the system is security coded, with a flashing
security LED deterrent, the car itself is also well protected - with an engine immobiliser, plus the proven and trusted “Data Dot” security system. The new Ralliart Magna, through its tractable enhanced
‘hi-output’ 3.5 litre V6 engine, sure-footed handling and ultra-responsive braking, simply engenders driver enjoyment and confidence. So much so, that after one test drive, the new Ralliart Magna will
likely leave you lost for words. Just contact any of the exclusive Ralliart performance vehicle specialists below. For general enquiries, please visit www.ralliart.com.au or call 1300 794 795. 

National Capital Motors, Braddon, ACT 02 6247 0744. Albion Park Mitsubishi, Albion Park, NSW 02 4257 4433. Paul Wakeling Mitsubishi, Campbelltown, NSW 02 4628 1444. Sydney Mitsubishi,
Glebe, NSW 02 9552 1300. Booth’s Mitsubishi, Gosford, NSW 02 4324 1844. Newcastle Mitsubishi, Newcastle, NSW 02 4967 1500. Northshore Mitsubishi, Crows Nest, NSW 02 9439 3099.
Parramatta Mitsubishi, Parramatta, NSW 02 9682 4444. Sutherland Mitsubishi, Kirrawee, NSW 02 9521 7222. Bankstown Mitsubishi, Bankstown, NSW 02 9709 4444. Lander Mitsubishi,
Blacktown, NSW 02 9839 9000. Motorama Mitsubishi, Moorooka, QLD 07 3859 7333. Nundah Mitsubishi, Nundah, QLD 07 3266 8044. Zupps Mitsubishi, Mt Gravatt, QLD 07 3243 8888.
Zupps Mitsubishi, Southport, QLD 07 5532 1944. Geoff Pickering Mitsubishi, Townsville, QLD 07 4726 5555. Yorke Motors, Adelaide, SA 08 8223 4000. Launceston Mitsubishi, Launceston, TAS
03 6323 0200. DJ Mitsubishi, Hobart, TAS 03 6230 3300. Chadstone Mitsubishi, Oakleigh, VIC 03 9569 0811. Eastside Mitsubishi, Nunawading, VIC 03 9878 7333. Essendon Mitsubishi,
Moonee Ponds, VIC 03 9370 2722. Gary Lechte Mitsubishi, Frankston, VIC 03 9770 5799. Skipper Mitsubishi, Victoria Park, WA 08 9334 3333. Wanneroo Mitsubishi, Wanneroo, WA 08 9403 9403.
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