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By JORDAN BAKER

Ship’s owners charged with damaging coral

COURT AFTERMATH . . . the Doric Chariot

THEowners of a ship thatwas
stuck on a Great Barrier Reef
sandbar face a fine of up to
$1.1 million after being
charged with damaging
1500 square metres of coral.
The 225-metre, 73,000-tonne

bulk carrierDoric Chariot was
finally freed late on Tuesday
after grounding on a sandbar
off Piper Reef, 600km north of
Cairns, more than a week ago.
But an environmental as-

sessment by theGreatBarrier
Reef Marine Park Authority
(GBRMPA) found it had cut a
50m by 30m gash in the reef

slope. It also found traces of
tributal tin paint, an anti-
foulant which is laced with
poison to stop marine growths
sticking to the hull.

‘‘It appears as though there
is 1500 square metres of coral
d a m a g e , ’ ’ G B RM P A
cha i rw oman V i r g i n i a
Chadwick said in a statement.

The GBRMPA statement
said representatives of the
ship’s owners, master and
second mate faced Cairns
Magistrates Court yesterday.

They were charged under a
new provision of the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Act

dealing with damage caused
by a vessel, it said.
The charge carries a maxi-

mum fine of $1.1 million.
No plea was entered and the

matter was adjourned to Sep-
tember 23, the statement said.
GBRMPA executive direc-

tor Andrew Skeat said the
vessel was wedged into a sec-
tion of the reef that used to be
in good condition.
‘‘Itwas a rangeof coralswith

good live coral coverage,’’ he
said.
Scientists would continue to

study the extent of the con-
tamination while samples col-
lected earlier this week were

analysed. GBRMPA would
mount a clean-up operation to
hasten the reef’s recovery.

A spokesman for the Aust-
ralian Maritime Safety Auth-
ority said the ship had been
inspected and released from
detention.

It had been declared sea-
worthy, he said.

A spokesman for the ship’s
owners said the Doric Chariot
had resumed its journey and
there was no significant
damage.

Hedidnot comment further.

The ship had been carrying
a cargo of coal to India.

Spitter
caused
months
of fear

By KYLIE STOCKDALE

A TOWNSVILLE police offi-
cer endured an anxious eight-
month wait fearing he had
contracted hepatitis B after a
carrier of the virus spat in his
face on the job last year, a
court heard yesterday.

The Townsville District
Court was told Senior Con-
stable Scott Butler was
cleared of infection only on
Tuesday, after being exposed
to the virus on December 13.

Judge Clive Wall said a vic-
tim impact statement showed
themonthsofuncertaintyhad
caused ‘‘great psychological
injury to (Mr Butler) and his
family’’.

He said Samuel David Solo-
mon’s contemptuous and ar-
rogant actions had a profound
effect on Sen-Constable But-
ler’s personal and professional
life.

Solomon, 26, ofGarbutt, was
jailed for six months yester-

day. He had pleaded guilty to
one charge of serious assault.

Crown prosecutor Tamara
Thomson said Solomon spat
in Sen-ConstableButler’s face
while being placed in a police
vehicle for other matters.

She said Sen-Constable
Butler wiped some the spittle
from his face and hosed the
remainder off.

A blood test was taken from
Solomon at a later date to
check for infectious diseases.

Defence barrister Mark
Donnelly said his client spat at
the officer because he felt he
had been badly manhandled
by previous police officers.

He said Solomonhad known
he had hepatitis B.

Judge Wall accepted that
Solomon’s spitting may have
been instinctive and was not
prompted by a premeditated
desire to infect the officer.

But the offence was still
reckless and extremely
serious, he said.

CITIES’ TWINS . . . Arnold Lakamanga and Elina Gasethegna show off their newborn boys, Townsville
and Thuringowa, last month. The twins will live in the Solomons with Ms Gasethegna EM034A16

Townsville and Thuringowa leaving
By JOHN ANDERSEN

THE twins named after the twin
cities, Townsville and Thuringowa
Lakamanga, are leaving to live with
their mother in the Solomon
Islands.

The twin boys were the toast of
Townsville and Thuringowa when
they were born on July 16 at the
Townsville Hospital.

Their mother, James Cook Uni-
versity science student Elina
Gasethegna from the Solomon
Islands, said at the time that she
had lived in Townsville for four
years and loved the city.

‘‘Because they are twins and were
born in the two cities, we called one
Townsville and one Thuringowa,’’
she said.

Proud dad Arnold Lakamanga,

who is studying for a masters de-
gree in marine and environmental
science, said he would be leaving
university and returning to his
home in Papua New Guinea.

He said he did not know if he
would continue with his studies.

Mr Lakamanga said he did not
know if Ms Gasethegna would be
able to continue with her degree
course.

Yanner charged after Gulf raids

Murrandoo Yanner

By JORDAN BAKER
and ANDY TOULSON

SEVEN people, including Aborigi-
nal activist Murrandoo Yanner,
have been charged with a swag of
offences after police swooped on
twoNorthQueensland towns, seiz-
ing drugs, explosives and firearms.
Police from the Mount Isa CIB

and Dog Squad, the Northern Re-
gion Drug Squad and the Clon-
curry Stock Squad searched 10
homes in Burketown and
Doomadgee early on Tuesday
morning.
Mount Isa CIBDetective Senior

Sergeant Ian Anderson said yes-
terday seven people had been
chargedwith 18 offences including
possession of unlicensed and
concealable firearms, insecure
storage of firearms, possession of
explosives, possession of a danger-
ous drug, possession of utensils
used in connection with a danger-
ous drug, and unauthorised meat
processing.

Mr Yanner told news service
AAP fromBurketown that he was
one of the people whose homes
were searched. He said he was
charged with unauthorised meat
processing, possessing explosives
and possessing unsecured
weapons.

Yanner, the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Com-
missioner for Far North andWest
Queensland, said he believed the
chargeswerepoliticallymotivated.

‘‘I’ll be fighting it all theway,’’ he
said. Yanner said the meat was a
piece of bush meat from his prop-
erty that was sitting in his freezer
and the explosives were three tiny
leftover firecrackers.
He said he kept a shotgun and a

pistol for hunting and self-
defence. Self-defence was import-
ant because he had received death
threats since he became politically
active in the mid-1990s.
Mr Yanner said the homes

searched in Burketown belonged
to his friends, while the three peo-
ple charged in Doomadgee were
politically active.
He said he believed the searches

were a waste of police resources.
Sen-Sgt Anderson said two peo-

ple charged in Doomadgee had
been issued with notices to appear
in court onAugust 21,while a third
Doomadgee person would take
part in a drug diversion program.
Four people charged in Burke-

town had been issued with notices
to appear in court on August 22.

Attackers ‘unfaithful to religion’

Michael Putney

NORTH Queensland

religious leaders have

cautiously condemned a

terrorist shooting at a

Christian school in

Pakistan this week.

A note left at the

school warned of more

attacks and said the

killings were revenge

for ‘‘atrocities’’ being

commit ted by the

United States, AFP re-
ported yesterday. Catholic Arch-
bishop of Townsville Michael
Putney said many Christian
missionaries had lost their lives in
the region during recent fighting.

Archbishop Putney said the
shooting deaths of six Pakistani
staff members of the school in
Murree, would be openly con-
demned if it was found the mur-
ders were religiously motivated.

Archbishop Putney said he was
not aware any of the students,
childrenofChristianmissionaries,

or staff were from

Townsville. ‘‘People
whocommitacts of viol-
ence against religion
are unfaithful to their
own religion,’’ he said.

North Queensland
College of Ministries
principal Rev Dr Bill
Jackson condemned
the shooting deaths.

‘‘The school is caught
up in the bigger situ-

ation but who does this action
help?’’ he said. ‘‘It does not help
the school, it does nothelp individ-
uals and it does not help Pakistan.

‘‘It is the kidswho seem to be the
potential innocent victims in this.’’

Reef to Outback, the North
Queensland arm of Youth With a
Mission has missionaries in 135
countries including Pakistan.

The group initially said it may
have people close to the school
where the shootingshappenedbut
later would not comment.


