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LAST WORD . . . John Howard with Commonwealth Secretary General Don McKinnon (left)

CHOGM ends
with division
THE Commonwealth
leaders’ summit ended
in division over Zim-
babwe yesterday but
with support for the
elimination of trade
barriers, the fight
against povertyandglo-
bal warming.
Prime Minister John

Howardwrappedup the
meeting by releasing
theCoolumDeclaration
and a final communi-
que, which reaffirmed
the Commonwealth’s
s trong support of
democracy and free
speech.
But Mr Howard, as

CHOGM chairman,
was left to defend the
2002meetingover itsde-
cision to take no im-
mediate action against
Zimbabwe.
‘‘It clearly wasn’t

majority support for
suspension before the
election,’’ he said.
The Prime Minister

said the CHOGMmeet-
ing provided a clear
mechanism where ac-
tion could be taken
against Zimbabwe if its
elections were deemed
unfair.
‘‘That was the opti-

mum that could have
come out of the meet-
ing, given different atti-
tudes,’’ he said. ‘‘You
have to be realistic.’’
Despite declaring

CHOGMhad reached a

consensus, at least two
leaders, New Zealand’s
H e l e n C l a r k an d
Britain’s Tony Blair,
made it clear they did
not support the final
outcome.

M r B l a i r s a i d
CHOGM had made the
wrong decision on Zim-
babwe, and Ms Clark
echoed his sentiment
yesterday.

She said CHOGM
looked silly for taking
nostrongactionagainst
Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe for the
escalating pre-election
violence and intimi-

dation. ‘‘When we have
a declaration of prin-
ciples, when we have a
declaration of how we
will act when the prin-
ciples are breached, and
then when the Com-
monwealth fails to act,
it looks slightly silly,’’
Ms Clark said.

The Coolum Declar-
ation reaffirmed the
Commonwealth’s sup-
port of democracy and
free speech, a determi-
nation to combat pov-
erty, the elimination of
people-smuggling and
the scourge of terror-
ism. CHOGM decided

to continue Pakistan’s
suspension, despite
Pres ident Pervez
Musharraf’s efforts to
help fight terrorism.

On trade, CHOGM
s a i d d e v e l o p i n g
countries realised the
benefits of trade liberal-
isation to help open
markets and overcome
poverty.

On global warming,
Mr Howard defended
Australia’s decision not
to ratify the Kyoto pro-
tocol. He said Australia
needed special con-
sideration as a net ex-
porter of energy.

ATSIC backs prince’s query
AUSTRALIA’S peak
Aboriginal body yester-
day backed Prince Philip
and said the media had
misinterpreted a ques-
tion to an Aboriginal
leader as a gaffe.

During a visit to Cairns
last week, Prince Philip
met local tribal leaders
and asked one if the tribes still
threw spears at each other.
British newspapers pilloried the

gaffe-prone prince for the ques-
tion, saying it was likely to cause
serious offence to an indigenous
population already ultra-sensitive
about racism and oppression.
But the Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Commis-
sion said Prince Philip
had be en un f a i r l y
treated.

‘‘The mainstream me-
dia seized on the question
as a stumble,’’ ATSIC
chairman Geoff Clark,
pictured, said.

‘‘It suggested to me
Prince Philip has an interest in
whether customary law still has a
place in indigenous society,which it
clearly does.’’
Mr Clark said the royal visit and

Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting had highlighted the
need for a constitutional settle-
ment with Aboriginal people.

Liberals’ last state
government falls

Mike Rann

THEnation’s last Liberal state
government was defeated in
the South Australian parlia-
ment yesterday.

Liberal leader Rob Kerin
lost a vote of confidence in the
Government following the
February 9 election, which
gave Labor 23 seats in the
47-seatHouse ofAssembly, the
Liberals 20, independents
three and the Nationals one.
Labor won yesterday’s motion 23 votes to the

Liberals’ 22 with one abstention and the potential
deciding vote of independentMP Peter Lewis not
required.

Labor leader Mike Rann was sworn in as prem-
ier by Governor Marjorie Jackson-Nelson a short
time after the vote.

Best soil lost to rivers
THE nation’s most fer-
tile soil is being swept
into rivers, lakes and
the Great Barrier Reef
at an unsustainable
rate, a new report on
Australian agriculture
has found.
Released yesterday,

the National Land and
Water Resources Audit
report found that
almost 20million tonnes
of dirt was being lost
d o w n r i v e r s a n d
streams every year, 12
million tonnes from
Queensland farms
alone.
Almost 19,000 tonnes

of phosphorous is being
lost from farms, and

141,000 tonnes of nitro-
gen— forwhich farmers
are paying to improve
the soil — is also being
drained away.
The report found soil

acidification was the
biggest environmental
problem facing Aust-
ralian farms,withabout
25 per cent of the
country’s annual crop
production lost because
the soils were too acidic.
Agriculture Minister

Warren Truss said the
report showed the soil
loss was not just a prob-
lem for farmers. It also
affected surrounding
c ommun i t i e s and
downstream industries.
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$1.69
150g

$2.49
1kg

$4.99
2kg

$3.89
12pk
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69¢
600g


